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N. B. 1 have prey the Liberty of as 35 
2 Number of Copies (though not required) to 
ſuch Noblemen as have ſubſcribed largely, 
nearly correſponding to their Donations, as a 
Juſt and grateful Acknowledgment « eu 5 
very favourable ContiEnance, | 
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Being, who. ex- 1 


> 


Almighty 
tr acted 1 us out of the womb of. 
and made. us rea 
quentiy we muſt know, tl nat ſorne returi 
is due. We ought. therefore : to know OW, 


at it is our el 
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redeemer, and that in the 
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| folemn manner poſſible, for the 
number leſs favours, which | 
us; and alſo. that theſe te 
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be performed i in private or according to 
the dictates of our own fancy, but in the 
moſt public manner, and. according to 
5 the order eſtabliſhed by God himſelf. 
Wen we have thus firmly ſettled the 
neceſſity of a public Wiese we are na- 
turally led to e e- | 
ration would be moſt ae to God, 
and in this We cannot be too cautious, 
an obligation of ſuch importance requires. 
our utmoſt care and attention. A neg- 1588 
lect of ſuch important concern, is no- 
ming leſs than an act of high treaſon. or 8 
infidelity, apaindt the all-ruting g ſovereign 15 
of heaven. All men agree that our re- 
nigidus worſhip fhould be rational and 
our ideas of the divinity elevated and re- 
fined from the groſs material droſs of 
ſuperſtition, which might prevent us to 
ſeize the more perfect, and fublime con- 
ceptions of God's nature and governance. 
It is therefore evident, and reaſonable 
that, if the e and reigning modes | 
of coma ee 75 N — ry, 
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ſhould be bad, low, and ſuperſiitious; 


every man enlightened. with. a brighter 5 


ray of God's grace, is in conſcience bound 


to reject them; and rather pay his ad- 
dreſſes to the Divinity, alone, or with 


the well-thinking few, than join his of- 


ferings with thoſe on a Ta rh6ught- 
5 croud. . 


: [! 7 24 * : 


The a common p . may, — „ de 
Pardonable, in adhering to a ſuperftitious 1 


Religion reigning in that country, where 


ing, and plant their reſidence; bedaliſe, 
for the moſt part, they can know” no . 
better, and therefore, are on that account. 
excuſable: but altho* the more brutiſh | 
part of mankind, whoſe" thoughts, 1. 
very ſouls ſeem chained to earth, and on 
whom one exalted thought ſcarce ever. 
dawned, may not be very reprehenſible, 


while they cheriſh over-grown. abſurdi- * 12 


ties; yet the more refined genius, nay 
any man even capable of thinking, muſt 
no doubt 1 Toy criminal. in ae 1 


was pleaſed to give them be-" 
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4 ght. of God, if he neglects to a) : 
Iynglets:. of ſuch important concerns, 

While he may. This muſt be true, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe a ſuperſtitious worſhip | 
_ equally pleaſing to the Deity, as the ho- 
mage of true religion. For this reaſon, 
it is moſt certainly the duty of every 


man, endowed with any ſhare of com- 


mon ſenſe, cautiouſly to examine, and 
that at leaft once in his life, when the 
powers of the ſoul are perfectly de- 
veloped, the principles of that ne 
which in his early days he imbibed, in 


2 order to be convinced, whether, on ex- 


amination, 3 it ſhall prove to be moſt con- 
formable to that ſtandard of faith, which 
Cf hriſt and his apoſtles left for our in- 
* pection, enrolled } in the ſacred archives of 
8 Seripture. If after a mature deli- 
beration you ſhould ſtart convincing 
Piece, that the religion of your e 
18 'right,. then may you reſt contented ; 

. you can t be reconciled or diſcover the 
e ae continue e inghlry'. 
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onal: yon find your! kits crowned 
Vith the deſired ſucceſs, then will your 
conſcience," when fully convinced, feel 
the ſweet enjoyment of ſelf -approbation = 
and content. In the firſt caſe, you have 
the conſolation to think ————— bad 
the popular religion been erroneous; 
you would as ſpurious have rejected it; 
and befides; what you baye doney was: 
but what your duty to God, to nature tt 
_ and. yourſelf loudly claimed; you have 
adopted the religion of your country, 
; merely becauſe, after mature delibera- 
von vou jadged it the. beſt, and nee I 
becauſe, it had been the religion of your "ft 
anceſtors: vou found it conformable! 1. * 
reaſon, and the oracles of God, and 
therefore you have as ſuch, made it 
your. religion. If you have re jected. 
and Fah e at the erte of i 


4+ 4 


f * y of, men; 3 you ſhould rejoice (ith blots! = 
7 God i in the fruition of that bleſſing, While 
1. behold thouſands of : yur fellow. is 
. e cee 
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K 6 1 
creatures ede in the mire of anti= 
quated ſuperſtition and i Ignorance. | —_ 
From what has been ſaid it is W 
diſcover, that to doubt, is the firſt ſtep to 
knowledge, and maturely to examine 
the next, for if we never doubt the dh - 
of any point, no room is ſurely left for 
examination A man that never knew 
What it was, to doubt, and ſeriouſly 
weigh the principles of his religion, may 
with great propriety, be ſaid to have none 
at all: for while he follows his country's 8 
cuſtom in that, as he does in dreſs; in 
> fuch circumſtances chance indeed maß 
decide him for the right, but whethe 
' Fight or wrong tis only chance,” and tis, 
merit muſt certainly be the ſame 5 
cher caſe. e 
But my forefathers, Cay you, | * 1 ws 
. maſs, I was born a Roman Catholic, and 
_ therefore, I will die in that perſuaſion; 
The preceding aſſeveration though very 
common, is yet as far from being reafon- 
able, as the centre is from the utmoſt li. 
| F of immenſity ; for firſt, man is born 
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Hattentot, the ſame argument e as | 
Peng be advanced. © 
A man therefore, that would not 00 


ao lye a Heatlien, were he born in Japan, 
r Turk, if at Conſtantinople, muſt firſt 
_ diveſt himſelf of all the prejudice he im- 
bibed from education, and then conſider 
and examine all his ſtock of knowledge; 1 
mean religious knowledge, in which point 


men are molt liable. to impoſitio Xs! 
cauſe in matters of that nature, they ndy 


mare on the bare ward, of thoſe, whoſe 
folly: it may be, or intereſt; to. deceive 


them, than on their own: ex 
Religious. mount 


inks, Ike thoſe pre- 
bender 301 'the Arcana of. Eſculapius, 


Tanze viſe; 885 r 20 loy 1 
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42 Turk, N Heathen, denne Ws 
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Hola ee fin genuine, lll it ſhall 
be examined in another world, from 
whence no complaints are heard, and 
from whence: none return to e their 
wrongs. ; EN 
The church of UK * d will tell 
1 you; if you doubt in the leaft, 1 you com- 
mit a mortal ſin, and that if you die in 
that ſtate you muſt go directly bel. : 
A very learned deciſion truly'——how 
nice the art! thus to a ſcruple, to calcu- | 
late the weight ſufficient to PRE 
ſoul into the infernal vortex ! but, Why 
this ſevere i in Junction D is it not, that 4 
bad cauſe fears the light; and is eaſily . 
diſcovered if properly examined? Would 
not the wolf tell the ſheep'a ſimilar ftory, 
if by that'rneans; he might bring, or re- 
tain them under his cta ws? The Jewi 
Rabbins, and Lamas of Tart 


: artary, Kno- W 

as well as the Popiſh' prieſts, the ORE: - 
of leading their flocks"by' the noſe) in 
blind obedience to their will; and for 

| this pur fe, new forth the ſcarecrow of 
ifs, 7 . 4 . eternal | 
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TY. 


eternal damn. tion, or ſome thing oat 
valent, to any who, may be audacious 
enough to doubt the truth of what they 
fay. I you are wiſe, you will take very 
little notice of what your prieſt may ſay 
in this refp 1g till firſt you have examin- 
edu t the hu t to be in ſuch a 


KS 


| or not. H 18 is only Aa man uke 
5 burſelf; beſides 2 party concerned, 


ae qu 5 ow, { ; ſhould never {| be con- 
1 ſulted 1 he gets his bread by Your, doci- 1 
. and for aught you know, might ay il 
his prayers to the ONIONS. in his garden, 
had he been born, an Egyptian.in days of 
Fore, with as much rene a8 be does 
"pope, 5 and enriched with two. hundrgd 
days indulgence.—Mindnot what. inte 
Teſted men ſay, examineand.ſce for your 


1 


- ſelf; call every thing to a ſtrict: account: 

"the Creator, endowed. you with reaſon. for 

0 other end. If che dodtrine i s.g00d, it 

will not be the wor for undergeing an f 

. ination; and 3 ou will reliſh. it v 

: iter Sarma | when vou ene i 
OR ry 


commodity vill not permit it to be exa- 
mined. On the other Hand the man w 
deſires von to diveſt yourſelf of every | 
Prejudice, to examine all t tings with 
care, to doubt for a' while of every & - 
cumſtance, to conſider them as if they 
were not your ſentiments, to bring every 
. "objedtion down with'its full weight, and 
10 every objection the faireft anſwer 
that poſſibly can be given; this man I 
 fay, has no intention to deceive you: 
he leaves you to judge for yourſelf, and 
hat light ne can throu on 1 the — c 


, ito N lars to vindicate 

"religion, and reaſon from the yer 
cla vs of ſuperſtition and prejudice. How 
- unlike the angel of truth is that man, 
- who imperiouſly and without aſligning 


any pioof or reaſon for what he advan- 
ces, tells you ſuch a thing muſt be bo, 5 
"ay becauſe he ad yy and curſes 


the all bumsen 1 * 1 ol 
has created and overſpread with'an : 

toniſhing variety of ornaments, , as a 8 
ately palace, fit for the recept] 


jon: of 
Ws own: image, that favourite creature 7 


man; my enraptured ſo grate- 

| | ful ac B Wdgrridts, r Gs N be- 
nefits beſtowed on me, and my fellow. 
Creatures; nor can. I refrain from pour- 
Up forth the over-flowi ngs of a gra 
heart; before the” awful throne of the 


2 


be fore t 
Eternal: Vet wil F firſt examine, before- 


+ pay this Let tribute, ; how the father 


| K 42 1 Tho i ; 
ell, leſt for ſo many bleſſings, Lie 
offer. unworthy: praiſe. God is all good- 
_ nels, beauty, and perfection and there- 5 
fore requires nothing leſs, than a ſin- 
| -cere and perpetual acknowledgment. af 
thanks and dependence, from all his 
creatures, This J, and all men know, 
yet how many act as if it were not true! 
The greateſt part of mankind know ; 
little of God's laws, and even thoſe, to 
whom they have been, made magileſt, 
| have through frailty miſunderſtood them. | 
"0 man, thy name is frailty ! When . 
conſider then, the various and almoſt 
5 numberleſs ſyſtems, of religion; framed 
TE at diſtant periods, in all the countries af 
the world; all bending, their courſe, Ihe: 
| deed. towards Nature 8 God, but in a 
thouſand different windings. all ald. 
niſhed, with the apoſtle, I exclaim,— 
O the depth of the riches both of 4 
wiſdom and knowledge of God | How 
unſearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways paſt finding out! What ſhall 1 
* n their folly be Plaaſus LY 


— 
N, 2 
— * g 0 


ing man u mul fel the laſh of hs 
ever cover. the faults, of Canon bad-i it if 
not in their power to know better; but 1 
certainly, a wilful ignorance ſhall ever 

ſtand accountable before the tribunal. of 

the great Judge. It was this innocent 
1 ce, that hid from the pious: 'Hea- 
then, the to pots of his mals or ny 
gi ga we not e ee (that 
our intellectual vifion has its focus, as 
well as our corporal ſight ? We can dif 
: tinguiſh very well at a diſtance; but if 
the object ſhould be too near, or too far 
off; we form indeed notions of it, but 
for the moſt part erroneous. We can 
eaſily ſeize the ridicule of any religion, 
or mode of worſhip. now in vogue in 
China, Japan, or Indoſtan; ; becauſe at tit 
the diſtance of bur or five thouſands =" 
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ee Pare t "ha poſition: but — 
+ >a 3 is too near for to 
very thing miT. amtl. 
— 1s us, we generally F. 
poſe muſt be #fo right, thou 
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are bm Called in [queſtion by ite 
votatics;” and if at any time they are 
n it is in order to hide and 
ſhield then from the aſſaults of an out- 
ward enemy. E any one attempts to. 
ſhew⸗ their bierhey; he may be ſure to 
be reviled for his pains, and that in / Pro- 
Portion to the ede thoſe he Os 
to. 3j I as © ed CH ge (> 0 1 #734 
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Her, twas ay yin. o Hifi" 

2 on Tl ne wc with" ber 
Mast a0 Werren and By, fem 4 

* ef Le was, r Hüter this mon- 
1 at! does he not khow the 


"of at leaſt twenty tho 
Lind years from oft animal to another | 
after ſo many millions of years, that my 
poor ſoul has paſſed from one body to 
Another ,through all the animal tribe; ſhall ; 
I detay : a moment, or ſhall this vile un- 
believer diſſuade me- for a momentary 
Pain, to cut ſhort the ſeries of my tranſ- 
. migrations? no, vile and fooliſh man, 
1 will burn with my dear huſband's body, 
on vonder pile, and. from thence fly to 
heaven, a pure and immaculate ſoul, 
where I ſhall ſhine more reſplendent than 
all the diamonds of Golconda, ſeated on 
immortal chuds of bliſs. This language 
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255 The ancient Egypiians were a great 
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facred. biftory.: 1 they v were the inventors | 
and cultivators of arts and ſciences; when 
all other nations were in a Lots: of: bar- 


magnificent ruins. of. ancient Thebes, $ 
theſe. almoſt eyerlaſting monuments. of | 
antique grandeur, which have braved the 
corroding t tooth of time, through an aſto- 
| niſhing ſeries of Fears, are ſufficient proof 
of this; for they were old, and even che 
| methory of their. building, and founders. : 
forgotten, when our hiſtory began. This 
people, however praiſe-worthy i in. every 
'other reſpect, were nothing leſs than 
perfect nation of religious fools : i their | 
ſuperfiitious ſimplicity carried them even 
ſo far, as to pay divine worſhip to the 
leeks and. onions of. their bee A. 
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conſider it! 85 1 
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Con euuplis e 5 wle Egyprian l 
learned to meaſure the expanſe of Helen, 


and to trace the courſe of the ſtars in tlie 
azure plains of light; who knew the ſe- 
_crets and ſprings of nature and of art, 
* kneeling before his plot of onions, pour- 

ing forth the ejaculations of his ſou l.. 


Ix 


He was a man as you are, pity” him; you 


| might be deceived as he Was. 
would this pious Egyptian ſay, had he 

been informed, that there were Wee 

ſo ne" prayers, or wor 
"proj onounced | over it, b 
adored it as ſuch. Would * b 
Proſtrating himſelf before his bed of 


Gy XI... ont altos 3 * n Tung 


onions; — O divine onions! O immor- 
tal gods! 1 pity the ſuperſtition and 
ſimplicity of this, p people, Who have the 
misfortune to know ye bee, l even 
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onions TY my garden, with the bright 
rays of your heavenly knowledge; that 
Jo. they may know, and deteſt "their 
-F10W-ECan you permit men 0 80 
0 far afttay—to pay that worſhip, whic 
is due to ye alone, O celeſtial onions ! 
to a few grains of corn, ground in a mill, 
wet with water, and ſcorched in an oven? 
forbid it ye e en ace 


mire; he grieves to: re: ado: 
inyolyed in it, yet over-looks him 
tel: fit come een 
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1 lglous Prine Sples of near to. 
9 dds of the human ſpecies, are .o 
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4 K 19 3 1 
tation at «ll; Ck abſurdity 1 18 plain; even 
to the meaneſt capacity; and to ſuch a 

degree, that to know and deſpiſe them, 
are corollaries: to each other. Without 
therefore ſtooping to turn over the rub- 
biſh of Mahomet's deluſions, or the fa- 
bles and fancies of ancient and modern 

Heathens; we immediately diſcover "” | 

Chriſtian eee alone, under hea- 

_ the true the of adoption, | 

. atention; we betol d its dine author 

1:0 n of natu ah 


e the eee order of things, 
but the Word, which gave them exiſt- 
ence; as a proof of his divinity and the 
truth of the doctrine which he taught? 
The divine prophecies delivered ſo many 
ages before by men inſpired of the Lord, 
concerning the Meſſiah, all wonderfully 
accompliſhed 1 in the perſon. of our Sa- 
viour, and all concurring; demonſtra - 
Funn mar the hs * . 
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de be the wy true mode of tug. now | 
exiſting. tt ita; 
From | theſe 8 reflections, we 
may eaſily draw the following e con 
cluſions, which are by no means extorte 
— That there is one true religion in the 
world; that the religion taught by Chriſt | 
and his apoſtles, is that true religion; * 
that of all Chriſtian denominations, that 
where the belief and eee correſpond 
mon to the belief and practiee of the pri 
tive Chriſtians muſt be right. Theſes 
aſes once ſettled; if we can but dif- - 
er, What was the belief and religious 
— of Chriſts new riſing church, 
we are certain tb be in poſſeſſion of the 
true faith; and that ſurely can be no 
difficult matter, if we but ſeriouſſy and 
without popes conſider, and compare 
the New Teſtament, with the Hiftory 
of the Primitive Church iminediately af 
ter the apoſtles' time. The tranſactions 
of the Chriſtian church in ſucceeding | 
ages, are to have no weight in a candid 
R of this * We muſt ſuppoſe 
5 ourſelves 
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ourſelves cart d back cd Aueh 
5 finked to thoſe early ages, when religion 
appeared in all her native grandeur = 


<0 ſimplicity ; without taking notice of a 


great chaos of dark ignorance and rat 
bariſm, extended over ten whole centu- 
_ nies of Chriſtianiſm. This chaos, ins 
deed. ſeems at firſt ſight, to threaten: - 
deſtruction to any Pious adventurer, bold 
enough to wing it over, and explore the 
regions of light on its oppoſite ſhore; 
but how vain are ſuch ſeeming menaces! 
for the endeavours of that man, who ar- 


dentiy ſerks. the ways of truth ſhall be 
ever crowned with ſucceſs, while the ti- 
mid only periſh in the attempt, over- 


whelmed by the e dy mine own. 5 
. W 5 . . e 


From os centuries. & ignorance, 
which ſucceeded the primitive age, the 


annals of Chriſtianity furriſn the intel- | 
ejudiced mind, with ma- : 


ligent and unp 
ny glaring and lamentable Proofs, of 
man's depraved and weakened nature. 
 Theivarious deviations from the heaven- 
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- tought, paths of, grace are un 1 
© eaſily diſcovered; that unleſs a volun- : 


tary blindneſs interferes, the-meaneſt ca- 
pacity can't be miſtaken; - When we 


_ conſider then the degree of depraved ig · 


ance to wines. 1 men eee be rs 


nicht, to ihe. Wade 3 we e 


faint idea of thoſe men, "_n induſ- 
trioully turned all Chriſt's. doctrines to a 
. depraved ſenſe. But no com pariſo on 
can expreſs the difference between truth 
and falſehood, ſuperſtition, and the re- 


' ned [notions of the Deity. Is it not 


therefore. aftoniſhing, i how, thoſe ſacred 
authentic monuments, left for our in- 
ſtruction; to ſhew . from age to age, | 
what was, and what ſhould' be believed; 

could. have eſcaped  unhurt amidſt the 2 
fury of ſuch enemies? But the divine 
dem of faith; planted: by our holy Meſ- 
ſiah, and watered with his precious blood, 
was not in be-deſtroged; it t was deſtined. * 


tu) 1 Ie 

The. votages; of: infa libinty may Neep: 
ſecure under ſhadow of the papal magic-, 
ſhade, while the more intelligent part 
ab mankind, who are not accuſtemed to 
ground their belief on hear-ſay, Will 5 
never receive Roman trumpery, for any 
thing but what it really is. Infallibility: is" 

one of the divine attributes, conſequently 
the creature has no more claim to it, than 
to the prerogative of creating new worlds. 
This infallibility is-nevertheleſs the great 
baſis on which Popery ſtands; and for 

chat reaſon I make mention of it, in this 
introductory chapter. It is this infallibi- 
lity, inherent in the Roman Lama, that 
with authenticity, every new arti- 

cle of faith. But if reaſon was given to 
man, as a lamp to conduct his Reps... 
: through, the mazes of error, as it certainly 


; chan eee tio this principle, ene 1 
every indwidual. has a guſt. claim to aſſert 
| dge his own cauſe, nor-be led by - 
who pre 1 605 exlative degree 
of it; which | no, „en 
[AMO 2 ma 


«3 " 3.4 


Wy 15 
man " tide wink i 1 is enn A 
gquently a chimera i in nature. Although 
the divinity of the Chriſtian religion is 
not founded on reaſon, yet it ſerves to 
A the courſe of our inquiries, "while: ©) 
ve conſider revelation, to be the baſis on 
uicht ſtands. We'oe muſt therefore, if 
ve would correct any errors therein, have 
en an to the authority of holy ſerip- 
ture; where we ſhall find an ample ſtore 
of theſe ſweet heart-penetrating truths, 
to clear all doubts, and convince and raiſe 
our reaſon to its proper elevation; theſe 
are the ſtandard and rule of our belief, 
preſerved by the ſingular providerice of 
God, as ample and uncorrupted, as when 
delivered to the primitive faithful by the 
- miniſters of Chriſt. If with weeping 
vis we then review the many, and a- | 
mentable deviations of Chriſt's flock; - 
. we not the conſolation alſo Wilkes” 
hold from” time to time, this myſtick/ 
phenix riſe victorious from its aſhes, to 
give the lie to novelty, eee and 


A human enen, (35 > out al 0 


. © Introductory: Aga ch 8 1 
5 KE religion, believed and ER 4 [ 
1 ca by che apoſtles, and Primitive = 
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Chriſtians, Was ttidoubtedly ite 1 


religion of Chrilt; „of this we can = 
not doubt. That; it contained every 3 


mung neceſſaty or us to believe and 1 
Prackiſe, I believe will be alſo- granted ; v 
8 fo, whatever pride or ignora nce, af- 
 terwards added to if, was conſequently. : 
| Liperfluous, not to oy ſacrilegious. 155 


gel I e! BELT 15610 
0 ated —5 * N Fe Yay -- : 
ew. artites of with,” well ; as on 
$0 on the my yſteries delivered by our R 155 


ONE on. 


Lord; were equally abſurd; they tended 
only to disfigure the firhplicity of that 
divine edifice, which w A. wanted not the 


ald of human induftr; r) to embelliſh, it. it. 
Could any thing be more ab ird, chan, ö 
© to think of f improving, what God muſt 
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1 . b EG 
ws eſtabliſhed perfect ? and FORT Ga 
to alter in any reſpect, either the belief, 
or religious cuſtoms eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, 


plainly intimated ; that, the diſcipline - 
laid down by him, was inſufficient. 


Chriſt eſtabliſhed a ſimple, pure doc- 
trine, which with eaſe might be under - 
ſtood by the meaneſt capacity. To be- 
| Heve in the Father, Son, and Holy, . 
Ghoſt, to be baptized, to love God, and 
our neighbours as ourſelves, and bleſs 5 
the Eternal in prayer, of which he left 5 
us an example; was the religion Which P 


than this was not required. The means . 
which Chriſt propoſed, were certainly 

adequate to obtaining the deſigned, end; 
it not, their proportion was not juſt, : 
HER and if not juſt, not the work of a wiſe 
ga ggent. God made man for the enjoy= 
ment of final happineſs; 5 we may. then 
be + as. 1 he gave, him i ſufficient, 
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This however we find to be the caſe | | 


the Son of God | preached, and more 
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2 wa 5181200. 95 TE 5 Br 28 *1oft; 
Ik the; fubtilties. of ſaphiſtical- pliloſo- 
Phu, and; the cabdls- of papiſtical theo- 
logy, were neceſſary far the great end 
of gur falvetion, God would: henna. 
them in every breaſt, with the ſame 
bounty, that he cabſes the animal tribe 
diſfinguiſh the wholeſome graſs, from 
the poifonous herb; Pride therefore in the 
teachers, ho deſired to clothe the truth, 
which appeared too plain; in a myſte- 


— 


rious garb; and by that means, mono- 
Polize the right of explaining, what they 


themſelves” had: thus: rendered obſctii re; 


firſt fapped the foundations of true Tell. | 


gion. A complicated ſyſtem beſt ſuited 
theſe: ſons of ſelf- love, N it t anſwered 
 beft their private end PIE * 5 15 x 
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1 Aeffiah -imdes 4 Wecken and 
prayed, in tte langiiage of his hearers, 
but th at in after times would not do; # 
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Cc: nt a 1- | 
magical dialect was more bp an 
therefore adopted. An affected myſte- 
rious air, is well known, to operate pow- 
2 vilgar' minds; —— from it in 
nagidans derived er 
importance, and even without ie in our 
time, mountebanks would perform” no ' nd 
cure. The priefts of ignorance under 
ſtood this well, and for that. . reaſon, 
made the vulgar believe; — that, prayers 
aid in an unknown tongue, were more 
efficacious with God, than if delivered in 
the known language; becauſe it ile . : 
them appear men of learning, and con- 
ſequence; the repute of which, was ever 
alluring to ſuch as, had really none. | 
This trick is not peculiar, nor the inven- 
tion of the Papiſts; the Egyptian io 
then prieſts: made uſe. of hieroglyphic 5 
and an unknown tongue; 3 the 5 
of China, of Indoſtan, and the Perſian 
- worſhippers of fire, have their holy, lan- 
Suages. But it is a paradox which. certain- 
iy requires no leſs than ocular demonſtra- 
wa, to _ our aſſent My the diſ- 
SD ciples 


1 t 9 1 

© ciples 650 Chi, who Was  Encerity ſell, 
and mummery, RFK the inen of 
his kin dom; . thou h Arrange. t tis. 
true. OR 


5 5 4 5 5 e 
Chr iſ himſelf, 210 0 preſent | 
on this earth, Was a continual pattern of 
humility, of which, before his death; he 

way pleaſed to 3 laſting monk. 
ment, by waſhing: his, diſciples! feet; as 
St. John witneſſeth in the 13th chapter 
of bis goſpel, when he even told St. 
Peter that if he did not waſn 

him, he ſhould have no part with him.“ 
X But a few. ages wore out the remem- | 
brance of this doctrine; when the Ro- 
man pontiff became a ſovereign prince, 
new titles unknown before, with modes 

of ſervile adoration, and adulation, were 
| then to be diſcovered; in order to dig- 
1 mify - this/ mixed phenomenon” of regal 
grandeur, and Chriſtian ſimplicity: it 
was therefore piouſſy reſolved, that he 
ee be tiled moſt * father, and 
legt i » 02] 1 5 aye 
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| ſhould 3 proſtrate me and 
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＋ Ranſupſtantiation, Möge nüt ah 
oldeſt error, or hereſy, which the 
church of Romi fuſtains, Vet as it is the 
moſt material deviation, from the flu? 
tary tracts of faith; it deſervingiy ſhall 
be the firſt ſubject of out inquiry. It 
ſeems indeed ſtrange, how / ſuch vüriati-⸗ 
ons could take place; and that, ſo may. 
bearned men have been led away bythe! - 
5 multitade, to entertain opinion fe op ” 4 
ſite, in matters fully explained-in holy: 
ſeripture; but une is uch. This te- 3 
fleQion, cannot bit extort a ſigh from ther 1 
breaſt of every true Chriſtian; while wer 
admire, revert, and mignify.thezinſeru>g 
table, and wonderful ways of the Lord, 
who 0 permits the! | 1 en ef his 
. 0  houſhold, 


1 31 J 
1 to differ in the princip | 
their belief. Pride and curioſity did not 

- a; little contribute: to this diverſity. A 
8 too curious defire, of prying into the ſe:- 
crets of God, and explaining myſteries, 

which were not to be explained; made 
the inquiſitive: Inquirer, find difficulties 
where: there ſhoulc be none, for the elu- 

f cidation.; of; which, new ſyſtems were 

framed without number. Tho it may be 
diffcult to combat prejudice, and recon- 
cile minds to what they have been ad- 
verſe; yet was that juſtneſs and preciſion, 
neceſſary for the diſeuſſion of a mathema— 
tical, problem, inttduced in a religious 
polemical inquiry; we ſhould with: plea- 
ſure” ſoon behold; the Chriſtian; as per- 
fectly united in the tenets of his belief, 
as the mathematician in the principles 
of his ſcience; but unfortunately, in diſ- 
putes of this: kind, 'befides the effects of 
ee which are abways ftrong, 
the glory of ſupporting a bad cauſe 
well, is too often Preferred t. to the moſt 
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men idee do habe to the thinking 
ſpecies, by. never admitting, or diſap- 
pProving any thing, till after a mature 
inveſtigation, of the motives for and 
againſt any point, has authoriſed their 
aſſent. Then, if probability and evi- 
dience, are found to claſh: together, they | 
adhere: ſobely to the | latter, and no fur- 
ther enquiry is made, what this, or that 
author thought of the matter: this ſhould 
allo, ever be the caſe, when abſurdity is 
Propoled ta counterpoiſe probability. 
From this general rule, we may con- 
dude; — when we have a yy 
that any thing is in ſuch a me „ the 
Prabability of its being otherwiſe, ſhould 5 
be juſtly: deemed of no weight. This 
is an unetring rule, and on it we may 
build the enſuing argument. Wakave 
a certainty; that in the primitive church, 
Chbriſtians lived, ſtrictly. according to the 
Beoſpel, preached by Chriſt: and his apoſ- 
des, and that, it was the only right and 
ttue faith, repleniſhed: ſuperabundantly 
— ith every "O08. mean Iu ſalvati- 


Vo | on: 


us 1 
on: again, we 3 a 


che primitive church wy ia Alter- 
ent, from the preſent church of Rome: 


therefore we. have a certainty ; that, the 


Roman church as now exiſting, is not 


conformable to the primitive church, and 


conſequently, not to the true faith of 
Chriſt. Of the firſt part of this argu- 
ment, 1 believe none will even doubt, 
r alſo manifeſt, 
from the teſtimanies of the ancient fa- 
| thers, which 1 will occaſionally introduce. 


_ the ſecond will appe: 


Bellarmin in the third book de Euch. 


chap. 2g. frankly owns, that the doc- 
trine of tranſubſtantiation, is not ſap- - 
ported by ſcripture. || - Theſe. ate his 
It is not improbable, that 
n « thete i is no expreſs paſſage in ſcripture, . 
« to prove tranſubſtantiation; and that 
6 we have good right to doubt, if there | 
2 0 be any, clear enough to comvince a 
e man, that would not be obſtinate; 
| « ſince very learned men, and ſubtle 
« perſons, ſuch as Scotus was, held thar 
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3 | 


= 
9 ———— —ä——ĩ— — — 
* - —.— — 9 


— — — —— . 


— 


| m 509 While" he endeavours to Per- 


tl 
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paying his reſpects to the ſuperior] effi- 


5 cacy of truth; ;—— Which; indeed ever 


2 ere than hen ext 
th öf its adverſary.” The 


Tuade all mankind, into the belief of a 


doctrine; doubts himſelf, with the learn- 
ed and ſubtle Scotus, whether any foun- 
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« that it is no where expreſſed in. the 


© canon. of the bible, in what manner, 
« che boch of Chrift is in the euchatiſt; 
whether, by converſion of ſome ſub- 


4 ſtance in him, or whether, without 
© converſion” 80 much for the doc- 
tors of the modern church of Rome. 


Let us now examine the ancient fathers ; 


Ait wilt evidently appear, that "they 
Knew nothing of the ſacrifice | C 

' maſs, or tränſubſtantiation; a barbarous, 
1 illterate term, felt; forged "in in the 


the 


council 


i t 1 | 
 evuneil of Lateran, in the ver of Chriſt, 
re but hey mut ram for them-- 


St. Chryſoſtom in his 1 3th Homily, 
on the ſeventh chapter of St. Paul's Epiſ- 
tle to the Hebrews; ſa ys. If the 
Free an | ae. he never e 1 Hei is 


0 4 


10 3 one alone Has cleanſed. us, 
5M _ which, there i is: only: fire, and tor- 


1 tles ene theſe: wards: on every ſide, 


« ſaying —— there is only one ſacrifica- 
t tor, and one ſacrifice; ; leſt any might, 
« thinking th there were mans. ws with- 
7 out ann e „ 
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IE what Chryſaſtom. aff ms. be uwe. 
. I believe knew, at leaſt, as much of 
the matter, as: any papiſt divine, though 
it was even Bellarmin himſelf; that 
Chriſt only offered one ſacrifice, and 


that there is no other ; js it not preſump- 
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tion, and n niſtaken folly. in any * 
think. he has in his pow 
even m aſſumes? 1 
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The Chriſtians of the: peiraitive dh, 
were accuſed hy the Jeus and Pagans, 
for not having a ltars, or ſacrifices; to 

which Juſtin ee answers, in his 
firſt and ſecond apology, and diſpute 
With Tryphon the 5 er- ers W 
no other facrifice to be made, but 
«prayers, and actions of grace; the 5 
* Chriſtians do not offer any other. 
This is a very powerful teftimony ; het, 
it was happy for this holy martyr, 
though acknowledged as ſuch by the 
8 church of Rome, that he was at reſt be- 
fore St. Dominic, as they call him, eſ- 
_ tabliſhed the inquiſition : for he would 
Have been condemned by it, and burn- 
eck för a heretic; as well as, Athena- 
goras, who in Meno for the Chrif- 
tian religion, ſays; God only de- 
ane db unbloody N thts £0, 1 5 


A n 


Odins, in anſwer to Cecilius the Pa 
gan, who deſired. to know. the reaſon, 


why Chriſtians / had neither temples , 7 nor 


altars ? has, “ do you think, 


WAFS 


_ «< we hide what we adore, under ſhar 


e dows; becauſe. wei have neither tem- 
x ples, nor altars? The victim which 


K 4 * 


ſhould be imamolgted to God, is a good 10 


* ſoul, a pure conſcience, and ſincere 


« < belief : to Jive in innocence, exerciſe | 


* aj tice, abſtain from doing evil, and 
4 hinder our neighbour from ruin; this 
is ſacrificing a fat victim, theſe are 
L our ſacrifices, this is our ſervice.“ St. 
Cyril of Alex: 


1 4 eee of the ee and his works.” 
How different is the language of theſe 


holy. men, from that of the church of 
| Rome f ION a. true ee ſa- 
. N erifice 8 


dra, in bis eighth b book, 

ſpeaks in os lam. manner to Julian 

« 2 at all, 1 they offer as 
* God, is all manner of, virtue, 4 249 
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no more to offer unto God; earthly 
*& {aerifices, but ſpiritual ones, appears 


A 
ike is duily-offered by every y Romilh 
prieft; 'for the lving: and 5 4 dead; and 
that no leſs than the identical body, 
ood,” foul, and divinity of Jeſus Chriſt; - 
Hor things: are changed! Tertulkan 
in his treatiſe againſt the Jews, expatiates 


to the ſame Purpoſe. Did not God 
"ſay, by the m 
e lachi, from the riſing of the ſun, even 


outh' of the prophet Ma- 


4 unto Ahe going down of the ſame, 


My name ſhall be great among the 
Gentiles; and in every place, incenſe 


6. "ſhall be offered unto my name, and 


| 4 A pure offering: for my name ſhalf 


pe great among the Heathen, faith the 
Lord bf hoſts? Without doubt it is 
1 becauſe the ape ſtles were to preachi 
«over the whole world.” That we are 


ry from what i is written; a contrite heart, 


9 64 is the ſacrifice of God therefore God 


« requires from us only ſacrifices- of 


5 « praiſe.” And the ſame vetierable - 2 
2 5 in i his apology, ſays; —— © the 
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& Siren and fatteſt victim - that God ad 


4. ſires, is prayer, proceeding from chaſte 


2 fleſh, from am innocent ſbul; arid holy! 

.* ſpirit.” By theſe authorities you plain- 
- > ſee, Tertullian and Cyril were intirely 
unacqu ainted with diurnal. Propitiatory 


ſacrifices; for not only, there was no 
ſüch thing! in their time, as mals, but 
even, their belief was evidently contra-. 
diftory, to the future eſtabliſhment of 
Who hath * ears 
to hear, let him hear. 7 Clement of Alex- 
aridfia is not eſs explicit on this head, 3 


any fuch dodtrine. 


than the other venerable martyrs of 7 


tiquity,>— We do not ſacrifice at. all 
* to God, (ſays he, Strom. 1. 70 Who 
has buſineſs of nothing, but we glo- 
Krify him, ho Was ſacrificed for us, by 
« ſacrificing ourſelves. A uſt ſoul is an 


40 altar truly holy, the f actifices of 


1 Ewe, are pray, thank giving, 
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the reading of the holy ſeriptures, 


a * hymns and plalms, to inſttüct the ig-. 


5 * norant, and to be liberal towards the 
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Its holy man 
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den, witness—ihat the Chriſtians, had 
T3506 1a bs, 40, ſay, n maſs in 
ma das- anch alſo, that the faithful were 
bound to read he bo err b 


ing therefore i in i this chapter, from 
© irreproachable a au thotity, the ſacred- ora, 
cles of antiquity, demonſtrated, that the, | 


Feen 


ſacrifice of the maſs, was neither accord-, 


i: 


3 to their belief, nor practice; ; in the 5 


next, 1 will proceed to ſhew from the 


IE 


_ Gamer reſpeQable ſource, the belief of the, 
Primitive church, e the 
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N. —7 primitive Church, the. admini- 
ſtration of the ſacrament of che 
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Lord's ſupper, was after a friendly re- 


paſt, for that reaſon, called a, Love- 5 


F caſt; in theſe entertainments, the dea- 
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cons were appointed to ſerve the faithful. 
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1, it is not — 4 to a an der St. 
me St. Cyprian inform us; that in 
their time, the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper was given to people of all ranks, 
and conditions; to carry home to their 
houſes, and there to. keep, and make 
uſe of, as they thought proper. This 
certainly never would have been donc, 
did the church then believe, as the Ro- 
man church now that, the 


GOES ; 


bread and wine were really changed | 


p lations; e ne kk uſoof, 0 ex- 


preſs it, and which to this day are re- 


tained; ſuch as, ſacrament,” myſtery, - 


euchariſt ; ſufficiently. denote _ "Rs 
- that top were ee to theme 
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If tha As Greeks Fey Roma 
<belleved the ſacrament to be God, they 
would eee have expreſſed it by 
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wn. 
FR no other name; for their languages were 
_ . copious, and their genius diſpoſed to 
give! to every thing an appellation, ' the 
moſt expreflive'of the idea, they deſign- 
Fs 16 it ſhould convey. They never how- 
ever gave it a more ſignificant epithet, 
an that of figure, or ſymbol; while 
the modern French very (emphatically 
93 8 ay, recevoir le ban” Dieu, and but very 
ſeldom, receuoir ſaint ſacrement.— 8 
| 1 Kin is not demonſtration, is it an. 
bs "20008 heh that A 0 peers of . 
Rome is in evident contradiction with 
itſelf, the received definition of a'ſacra- 
ment being, — an 'outward ſign of in- 
viſible grace; for, it is abſohitely impoſſi- | 
ble, that any thing could be, itſelf, both - = 
ſign and reality at the ſame time:; ſince 
it affirris, a thing to be, and not to be, 
in the ſame inſtant; which every ſchool- 
boy knows to be abſurd: but * de- 
1 n is not to nerd. 
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| Chriſt ſubliantialy preſent in 'the ſaeras 
ment of bread and wine; but even de- 
clares, that ihoſe ſubſtances, which were 
ſubjected to the words of. conſecration, 
do not after it exiſt; which is evidentiy 
| contradicted, by. 1 what Chriſt himſelf den 
fue his diſciples, hers; ebe lat 
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Tupper, he gare 
ad , I ſay. unto you; Iniltnozidrink 
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, un- 
i til. that day, when I drink it new with 
you in my Father's kingdom? And in 
31 Gaia ter of St. Matthew v.29; 
| 8 calls that, which ks himſelf 
bad bleſſed, aſiet the bleſſing, fruit bf. 
the vine. vine. What are we then to think # 
Did Chriſt miſapply the ward? God for- 
bid i uch an impious thought ſhould ever 
ſtain a Chriſtian mind We miſt 
then be miſtakon, ben we aſſume 2 
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would chere have fallen into an enormous 
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mt et Welser eee As  taBliſh- . 
ed by Chriſt, as a memorial of his death 
and — remain With his chur ch, | 


wehe end unte, e is the true ſenſe; 
nor is there any article of the Chriſtian 
religion, ſapported by more explicit 
paſſages of holy writ, than this; in every 
page almoſt. we fog cleal * \explain- 
dad, and not one text, if properly under 
Kobd, which ben might be wreſted, in 
eee the Romiſh opinion.” : or 
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| We . e Juſtin's FRY r 
? an againſt Tryphon, that,.“ the 
L oblation of fine meal, was a figure of 
the bread of the eachariſt; which Jeſus 
5 „Chi iſt our Lord, hath rat on be 
done in memory of hs pa 
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be done in memory of his paſſion, are 
the terms of a language, utterly Unken 
10 lern church of Rome. Eva- 
(book 4. Cc. 36 faith; the ancien 
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dy of Chriſt remain, . not yet | 
 Eotrupted, ſuch as go to petty ſchool- 
tmaſters are ſent for to eat them. If 
the Chriftiatis of thoſe days believed the 
facramental bread to be God, | ſurely . 
they would not t give it, to little ſchook- 
boys to eat: this ooriclnfive beyond a 
doubt, and any thing to the contrary is 
only rophiſti'y. The words even made 
uſe of, in the form of. public ſervice, 
ſufficiently evince a figurative: Preſence 
to be only intended; as may be learned 
from St. Ambroſe, in his fourth bock (de 
Sacram. c. 8 —0“* The prieſt faith, let 
«this: oblation be accounted -unto' us, 
- reaſonable, acceptable, which is the 
figure of the body and blood ef the 
Le, ©Lord.%——Fhe. Roraniſts have in- 
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the ancient copies, had it b 


5 power; ſuch is the ef and folly of the | 
church of Rome; any wer rey oner 
than be convinced of- their error. 
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relurreclion of the fleſh, affirms, that the 
eating which our Lord recommends to 


us, in the fixth chapter, of St. John, is 


not cerporal, but ſpiritual; and that the 
ſleſn, which, he deſires us there to eat, 
is not that of his body, but his word; 


\ 


which we ſhould, he adds, «devour by 


of. a S 1 


« 7600 profits nothing w vivlying, but 


6 his words.are ſpirit, and life.” And 


in the fourth book againſt Marcion, he 
——* Jeſus, Chriſt; took the bread, 
4 and diſtributing it to his diſciples, | 
made it his body, ſaying, this is my 


4 * body, thay) is to ſay, the figure. of my, 


* 
4 55 2 ; A >. 


| « ' body.” 


Wee no comment. 8 en of — 
dria calls it an allegory, FOG I 1. c. 60% 
eat my fleſh{ſays he) and drink my 
bloed, ſpeaks of faith And a promiſe, 
py an illuſtrious allegory; as of a drink, 
* by which the church compoſed of ma- 
„ ny members, Aba be watered and 
receive incteaſe.”. ' Theodoret is of. 
the fame opinion, r he ſays, in his' 
firit dialogue, — * our Saviour made 1 
a change of names, and gave to his 
* body. the name of a ſymbol, and to 
< the ſymbol, the name of his body; 
* and as he named himſelf a vine, he 
4 called alſo the ſymbol his blood!” 
——Proofs more convincing than theſe, 
Jam ſure could- not be deſired. If the 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation liad been 
even eſtabliſhed, at the time theſe authors 
Vrote, they could not have oppoſed it 
by more vigorous arguments. Explicit 
_ profeſſions of faith, from the mouths f 

great men, ſuch as theſe were, the ho- 
nour and We of 50 Chriſtian name; 
5 85 i ſhould. 
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Marcin: near the end; this remarkable 


4 Jeſiis Chriſt 
* having se, his ardent deſire, to 


eat the paſſover as his own, (for it 


« would be unbecoming, if God thould 


4 covet what belonged. 40 another) he 

| « took. bread,.and. diſtributing it to oy 
< diſciples, he; made it his body by ſay- 
Ling, this is my body 3 tbatis to ſay, the 


figure of my body, for he could not 


1 had he not a real body, i 


for an empty thing, or a phantom could 


cc not have a figure. But had he made 1 
«-Hirnſelf 4 a body of bread, on account of 
c His not Having a real body 5 he ſhould- | 


« for the ſame reaſon, have offered the 


4 bread for us, which would be conform- 
able both to the intereſt and vanity 'of 
. Marcion ; that the bread might be cru" 
< cified. Wherefore then did he call the”. 
a bread his 5 rather than a cucum- 
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« 3 that bread be by 
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Cotte, ito ate Wee Mock a at t any 
thing, that does not ſquare tifirely with 
icy call right; but be! it Known 
to them, theſe ate not my > words,” it 1 is 
the great Tertullian chat ſpeaks, a Pri- | 
mitive Chriſtian, a docter of the church, 
and a ſtrenuous defender of the faith. Fa- 
cundius, biſhop of Hermian, i in his ninth 
bock (pro drfens. tri Capit.) gives us 
this teflicmoky, of What the faithful? 
leved in nis kme . We all the 1 
0  crament of the body and bl 50d, \ which 
« is in the bread and! in "the con 5 
cup, * body and the blood of Chr 


"NY 2 - 1 


hear whe Dig ſays in lis ſeventh.ho- 


on Lexitieus, chapter the 


_— 
” SY | 


« kill 'F mpeg according to the letter; 
« but if taken. in: a. ſpiritnal; ſenſe, not 


only they do not Kill, but en 
chem a vivifying ſpirit.” Mine sour 


1 # 
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From theſe be authorities, you may ea ah 
perceive, that the, [ | Arine oft the 5 
of Rome, is not in the leat i &« rformable 
to. the -ſentiments., of the ncients; and 


that, it is not agreeable. 1 to holy | cripture, 


even the principal doctors of "the: church 


_ of, Rome themſelyes | confeſs... Cardinal 


{7 He 78: 


775 Cajatan 
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i gen do not eat my del and 


| & 7 51 F ; 

0 ch in 7 Ma . 75. 4. 10 ſays; 
we ſhould know, that concerning 
« the exiſtence of the body of Jeſus Chriſt | 
41 in the ſacrament of the euchariſt, we 
55 havenothing poſitive from the au tho- 


< rity of holy ſcripture,” c. And ; 
Ockan in (4 Senten. q. 6; alſo ſays, 
«we might hold, that under the ſpecies 8 
« of bread, its ſubſtance alſo remains, , 
& becauſe i it 3s not repugnant to reaſon, | 
nor to any authority of the bible, and : 

«that of all methods it is the moſt re- 

* ſonable, and the eaſieſt to ſupport g 30d 
< ſince from it there follow leſs incon· 


* venlencies, than from ROY: other.” ALTER 


& 3 1 * » 
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In the Sie of Need we find 
the following order, very proper to caſt 
an additional ray of light on our preſent 

ſubjet;——< A country prieſt may not 

offer in the principal church of the 

„town, when the biſhop or prieſt of 
* the town is preſent, nor give bread. 

in prayer, nor the cup.“ 5. —If the. fa- 

= chen aſſembled in council at Neoceſarea, 


„ . 


fel 


believed the facramentof the Lord's Lup- L 


per, to be any thing more than mere 
| bread and wine; E mbols of Chriſt's bo- 


dy and blood; would they have ſaid, to- 
give bread in prayer 5 Although, , the 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation was not - 
As yet even in embryo, when the ſeventh. 
council was held at Conſtantinople, ne- 
vertheleſs that aſſembly guided by divine 


providence, 1 while it oppgſed one ſpecies- 
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of idolatry then exifling, amply provid- 8 
ed againſt another, ftill in the womb of 
time, when, they ſaid _ tlie Lord: 
= hath commanded us, to offer the ſub-. 5 
cc ſtance of bread, which is not made in 
human form, left idolatry 1 ſhould creep 


* in,” St. Auſtin in his 30th, treatiſe up- 


an St John, ſhews evidently, that 19 
did not believe tranſ ubſtantiation, ſpeak- . 


Ing to this purpoſe = “the Lord is 
above, but alſo the Lord who is the- 


A truth, js here below; for the body "Y , 

« Chriſt, in which he roſe again from 
4 the dead, muſt be in one place, but 

| 6s this, truth is diffuſed. every. e | 
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N And in the 50th. 23 The Lord faid, 
75 Wa ſhall have always' the poor With 
Shar but me you. ſhall not have al- 
| ways. Let che godly underſtand this, | 
and not be troubled, for he ſpoke of 
1 Ges = preſence of his body. For accord- 
7 to His unſpeakable and invincible” 
4 grace, What he ſaid is fulfilled; Tam 
.« with" you always, ever unto. "the end 
of the word. But according to the 
fleſh, Which the word hath aſſumed, 
b. according as he was born of the Vic- 
„gin, according as he was taken by the 
* Jews; e. me you have not always 
1 © with vou“ A Roman Catholic would | 
- tell St. W was he to expatiate in this 
manner now; — tis falle, for we have 


. 


Him on "thi Ke and in the pixis. N 
The fare venerable author continues, ; 

. ho dall I put my hand in heaven, 

that T rnight hold him who fits there? 
« Send up thy faith thither, and then 
* thou haſt laid hold on him; thy fathers . 
« held him in the fleſh, "bar thou hold- 
« oft him with thy heart, He hath car- 
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2 hold him with. our hands, for he ſits 
in heaven 1 5 we 40u5h, him with | 
PS 1222 Lied 


. 84 ] wy 
* ried. up his TD into heaven, but . 
+ hath not removed his majeſty from the © 


. world, 8 We have Chriſt alway s 
1 according to the preſence , of his ma- 


« jeſty, but according to the preſence. of 
« his fleſh, it was well ſaid to his diſci- 
< ples, me you have not always. And 


| in his firſt treatiſe upon the epiſtle of St. 


John, he adds; . We can no more 


* 


There is an 1 | Hoa: Sate e 


preſent, though ever ſo ſimple, ho does 
not think - himſelf better inſtructed in 
this article, than the great St. Auſtin; 
nor would he heſitate a m. 
vou, that the prieſt holds him in his 
1 800 Sun be in in D 


nt to tell 
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5 aasee of the uren nr 
el defining, | 3 5 And krarfing 
neee articles ef Faith) is che Won undatiore 
an which tranfubſtantiation ſtatids. The 
| believers of this doctrine, (ed day" by 
Furt cle! alid pi juttice;y ten 
Witkr a w. * 2 n Jie: ſhort” 'of fre eh2 or 
matinels?” the church: L 7 thes y, Is, 
it be Mfallible; Salden 4 zend), 
derive of bedetkived, 5 | 


21. 


|; Pager wing the je wa 
 illible- organ,” when chait, 

us ae eke. daf Hier . 
_ _ eotifitlerable ur ein the ballef 8 . 
anted caſtie; al N 
might pes gen, An 


5 4 55 is: 
chimera does not at all become the dig-. 
nity of the Chriſtian name, From this 
pri inci le, however! romantic, the Roma- 


y * * 
. 


"{efioufly drawn Hig Borlhuſiohs , 
that the church, or pope, St. Peter's. 
agent for terraqueous affairs, which, All 


one. in the Greek; has deglared it to be 
e faith, that t bread and wine, 


fer conſecration, are not What * 
al ere, bread: and \ wine, bu 


blood, ſoul and diyinity ; of; Jeſus Chiiſts 15 


and ther efore, becauſe le he, ald it, (the, 


en mult be ſo, and this 1 i, feta of 


— that, may, be fad, p PLOVe 


altos the onfranye.. 2 of 
d, 


hel, 


wa ſyþtle invention; — 


muſt even 1 wm — 

-morta} fo 2gainft the Holy Ghoſt, W 
te, gall in doubt, pr exen entertain 

the laſt ſeruple, concerning the-cexiain 


guide, the Church, has A een ue 2 
be zight- This is the tie l. nr has miſe. - 
taken. infereſted polen ever framed on 
this. pere, 
incapagitates the) greatly-ahyſed:-Rowani | 
go TT Catholic, | 


Fats "oo. . 


+ 57 1 4 5 
eitnole, to 0 Kink for Kitoſelf; it bn 
him down to be only the mere ſlave of 
anotlier's imagination. This infallibility, 5 

is therefore 4 never failing ſource of 
- M0 perſtition and abſurdity, though any 5 
man Who will give himſelf the trouble 
only a moment to reflect, may very 
eaſily be difabuſed ; for what peculiarly: 
belbngs to God cannot without: blaſphe-: 
miy be admitted a predieate of any man, 
or company of men. Atdivine attribute 
in the tenbur of its ſenſe, even ir the 
moſt minute circumſtance” of evidence, 
can be only ſaid fully of God; much leſs 
abhuſedly apphed to the därk ſtiades off 
vague ſhicertitude, oi improbable and ab- 9 
ſurd conjecture. Truly I know right 
a collective body has to infallibility, fince- . 
By a; aggfegation, they do not change their 
natürel ! Of all that comes within the 
circle af human knowledge; any one ar- 

e may as perfectly be attainec by * 
the afſicuiry ind penetration of one man, 
as by the united efforts of an intire nati · 5 + 

Sn, NN better. e my the: biſhop, _ 
pr” A an 


18 opinion. To evade a queſtion concerns. 


{St and. akin, che 
only man in the world at that time, who 
leaſt deſerved ſuch a recompence. Deſ- 
cartes, the father of modern philoſophy, 
fuffered much, whilſt he endeavoured to 
introduce the language of truth in the 
ſcehools, and make it known to-mankind+ 
bis ar iſts'did not queſtion, whether, 
What he advanced; was confermable to 
; the rules of reaſon; and muh (ſuch an 
cen wat bumble too nch | N 8 


ee it per- a Vink any ae 


ing tranſubſtantiation, which did not 


degree with his Philoſophy, by ihe bye, 


5 
3 
. 


it was no great wonder; the Gallic phi- - 

beſopher, 18 to tell] was obliged to 
ſay, he believed. it poſſible for God, 
cauſe, that to and two might not be 

5 tour. 80 far, was i 
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1 & 1 
ebe 16: ülüs- fh, pure and to ich 
; thi yſcveſaics practice” of the primitive 
_ Chriſtians is perfectly conformable : can 
wie reconcile. all this with the belief and 
5 prachce:bfithe church of Rome, and fill 
; Pitend: tor pronoRr denſe: : AVG Have | 
Wen pathe expreſs; eſtimony of /Chiiſt 
7 deen this doc 
e e that 1 3 
3 EVE 


1 we 14 ahne 
Eitholics the | 
fiſt diſcip om he 25 en 951 ap poſtles? 
Their AGAR ifurely muſt be Either bet- | 
ter or worſe'{ Unce it is not the ame? 
dee ee us, rather 15 fu e 
u worle that” better. If the abet 
ef traiifubſtantiation ould Büt once 75 
Preben the Conſequent abfürchttes and 
cbntfetietons 10 which oy Ee fies 
ex] fed it weld, o d6uB bt, ere long. 
be dgönted to ſhare the pe of the 
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Pythagorean e or dofitine of he 
n of ſouls from one body 

to another; to de exiled Sous: Ws: = 
rope and every other land, where the 
riſing rays of common ſenſez :havenc- 
_ quired ſtrength ſuffcient to diſſipate 
the dark Tlouds of favage ignotarice, =_ 
and barbärity. The Romiſti religion lf 
Was never. >caleulatha for men of ſenſe, = 
it HB only! meant for the ignorant. In 
France and Italy; the more enlightened 
even of the clergy, utterly deteſt it in 


their hearts; yet, for what they call 
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Frkn the verde a A s 
41 are pronounced, if ee ee 
church of Rome, the breach and wing gc. 
dire a very different nature, though; 
preſent to the ſenſes as hey Were, 
before, nay what was abjeQ matter, 
bas, by virtue of: the Gy Ilable— um. 
bounced] far beyond the limits of © 
ſubſtance. 'Two o wonderful prodigies 
are here performed, infinitely more ab 
miraculous. Matter is annihilated, and 
God is created! But whether this is in 
the order of poſſibility, we ſhould firſt 
carefully conſider, . before we venture to 
throw the burden of our on fancy- N 
fra med entity, aglurd and vain, intirely 
on God's omnipotence. We ſhould con- 


n int as had but a limited body, 


A = | — M : | _ — — .. y WII a. 


9 


vben on this. earth, which after his death, 


did not augment, and therefore can be. 
up greater now, than it vas a, thouſand 


* 


bee dead upon the croſs ; that very 1: 
_ fame body then, which ſuffered on the 
croſs, muſt (if there be any ſenſe in I 
hypotheſis) | be diyided into as many 
parts 28 there are prieſta WU Uta 
ä which all all put togethe! would 2 5 

| greater body, than Chriſt gs 29 | 
ably be | 
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bende hade ral as muſt HAT this 
time Tat in heaven; monſtrous! The 
2 Fonſecration is here indeed very, | 


1 l applied ; for. the hoſt was | 
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where it yas now conſecrated, and con- 
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& K agair in confurt med or devour- . 
Y, Br Wat eee ee tie” 
y projec reins; of k you edge a d. 


finitiorr, — A power veſted in the pricft; * 
of compelling God, to make the "body + 
of Chiift viſible in aty- affigned er 
Gr tms. The conſequience of this d6c=" 
tiine/isvery evident; —Chriſt carthot be 
2 place” my Was bur Hope men 
we betteved*Chrift fat at the 
ri 1 1 wo "of God. the Fathet in glory? 
1 1 VS” or Part of bis body, hes f in 
ae 6 aan, under Tock, i in every. 
Ri ſh church and chap JE 1. i. it"no 5 4 
155 miſtake, —10 think, he. bits on 
t Goc 0 c e next pl e, T0 
you ſuppoſe the e nſecration, to be a 
new 1 5 that is is, if Ake the bon 
is "Prefehr tr | che, or pan "places, the: 
body” of” ch at wd X — $A 
das . f 8 appt 
HR Body nth 8 up the” fane 
1199 * b. 110 3 or pore 
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Which he aſſumed of t 
88 bore ot this earth "= 
but only! 8 eg gamma a 
1rtue/ | 
ee abſolutely impoſſible. NO 
pins: it is not in the power of OE. 
* that the hody of Chriſt 3 
intite n any one Place, and yet r - 
fragments in” many, no more ved 
— for oy op — 
places at- che nee + Theillteratey 
iet and bigitteclt will here e ' py 
phemy bre Whats: queſtiqn, 
Wer 20. God.. But itiis equally: whe 
pane it is that two: and u ]) 
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Lads, not; ANTE to the pophlichiganik © 
df ſin tn: God: (+ Matter! is only matter; 
_ "though united Sed. John cannot be 

in Cork;while be ie in Dublin, unleſs you | 
; haue two! live no more chan St. Paul's 

church can be in Dublin; while it is in 
London. The body of Chriſt is certain F 
ly nothing but matter; and as ſuch; ſub- 
j=& like all mauer to the amiverſal laws 
of en = FA | is by 


ec: But it is of tlie en 
Sbeery body knows,] th be only in one 
om at the. nn be e 
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ture of poſſibilities, when 
the ſubjects of divine operation; that 
ve may be the better able to form a clear 
and ae idea ral what IT ben on 
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come under. this! denormindtion, are NY 
to be logically poſlible> Whatever there 
fore is logically poſſible,” we may, free 
of any abſurdity fay, God can do it; 
For inſtance, to create from nothing, the 
ſubſtance of matter. It is alone the pro- 
perty of creation, to give entity to that 
Which bad bone > befote; and wen exiſ- 
__ Ws 180 d by 
any other. We can PR ſay; it ts 
Poſſible with God, to create ſomething 
from nothing: but did We ſay, God can 
ereatè a reaſonable Being, - neceſſarily inc 
capable of reaſon, or matter without the 
oonſtituent pibperdese matter, or create 
» being as great, and eternal as himſelf, 
&e. © we ſhowld' advance & logical im- 
; poſſibly anEthereſots;arribate abſur- 


aſſe rt tht whatever is oontradics 
ihc and for Sub re de be to dar- 5 
paſs God's power. Pranſubſtanti. 
id moſt : undoubtedly; of the number of 
Jogical impoſlibilities. Let no man think, 
| i ne that. 


"iq e 


that by theſe aſſertions, I. would: argue | 


 aveakneſs, or imperfection in God. Quite 


the reverſe, they are > conſequences of his 


infmite perfections. Thus while we ena. 


mine and explore, what! is agreeable to 
the divine nature, and what is Tioty we 


extricate r refci16, ourſelves from alabys 
rinth of the worſt of errors; in which we 


were ready to be, of in part involved. 
— miſunderſtanding of Gbd's powers 
From this ſource,— from not duly exa- 
mining the attributes of the deity;3{prung 
ſo many falſe, ridiculous: and impious 
notions of the divinity, entertaĩned by tlie 
Heathen world. Theſe groſs and erroneous 
ideas of God, in which the creature, and 
ſometimes even the moſt abject, became 


the object of adoration and homage, only 
due to the Creator, were firſt conceived by 


rude, half ſavage mortals, and afterwatds 


foſtered by prejudice and private inter? 


eſt, even in more enlightened ages! The 


learned however, as is now the caſe Thi! 
0 France, and e though” not ſpinited 


enough, 
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ed THR 
their days, yet were very far B's 3 : 
_ proving, or inwardly aſſenting to them. 
All chat is conſiſtent with the majeſty of 
nature's eternal Author, is no myſtery, 
but eaſily diſcovered, for it ĩs written” in 
the heart of man in indelible characters; 
Tho inexcuſable are they then, 55 : 
remain in error? What reaſonable man 
ever thought it poſſible for God to ſin, 
vr ceaſe to exiſt; to be juſt, to be mer- 

ciſul, or to execute his immutable de- 
tees? What man in his ſenſes can be- 

lieve it poſſible, for God to create mat 

ter, without its conſtituent e, cee ; 

OURS en that e to man? 


yo 6 3 47; Frog 


3 4 
= 


PorſiQion krone of God's effential a "= 

tributes; if we therefore aſeribe to him 
unperfection; ſuch as, ſin, injuſtice, &c. 

we unite a monſtrous aſſemblage, of 1 

deſtructive terms; as a finful-holy,. a 


Juſt· unjuſt, and ſuch like. In a ray | 
Wine to God, what does not be- 
| | 45 long 


— bf os $0 arts ret 


: fn 7¹ 1 

1 to God, We Outrage his dine me- 
joſty, and efface from our minds, that 

7 auguſt and pleaſing idea of the author of 
our exiſtence, which ſhould: be dur con 
folation, i im the encounter of life. | 
of r properties, uhich conſtitute it matter ; 
is not ks abſurd than to ſay, after 1 
have exiſted twenty years, that God can 
cayſe in to come to pals, that I did never 
: erst. As matter is ſuppoſed to exiſt by 
tranſubff ntiation, without its « conſtitu- 
8 the conſequence 1 muſt 
urdity. But even ſup- 
wa a moment, 


mes — prof [down bo n 3 
ou ad. er nulla ſequitur coneluſio. 


hacer von ones . 


— . hed cl VA Debs. 


he ſon of Saturn, AY he: port 
venly Jeruſalem, or da 
| lightnings through the Auſkey eus 
as to aſſent to whatis ſaid of Chriſt a body, 
matter and no matter, Whole and yet 
in parts, ſubſtantially preſent and intire 
in a thouſand different places at the ſame 
time. Truly this is not uflike che del 
rium of a frantic; brain- H Chrif's 

body eould be augmented, and mode 


the following; re reflection arne neceſſarily N 


take place: The confeorated | ö — 
and by that means ow become the 


of Chriſt, muſt exiſt to che ent of: time; 


the very ſame in nature, tho' diſſol ved to 


its primitive elements, by putrefaction 
or digeſtion, and even when OE | 


to the formation of other bo 
Was immediately after co 


Fnbverknew of wy ſecret yet Aleks 


What 


reaſon! might afterwards, ag well believe _ 


OY 73 * 1 
1 is PIN Chriſts body, bread 
again. This, is conformable to an axiom 
received by the moſt eminent divines of 
the church of, Rome; what Chriſt once 
aſſumed, he never relinquiſned. Con- 
template the wide field of abſurdities; 
which here opens to your view! This 
opinion of tranſubſtantiation, is of ſuch a 
nature and monſtrous form, that all the 
nice textures of the intellect muſt be rent 
and demoliſhed, to, make, room for its 
reception. caſon deteſts 1 it, holy ſcrip- 
ture loudly. reprobates it, the practice f 
the primitive Chriſtians, in every point, 
condemns and contradicts it; ' while 
blind cuſtom, and ſelf-fancied infallibt- 4 


„ Ab 
bs. * andi ſtand 1 its kuprort. „ 
1 3 . 1 ws 61 1 


this article, in order, that every N 
gent mind may know, the many abſur- 
_ dities, to which men lie expoſed, Who 
embrace or hold any doctrine, without 
wu] Examining, whether the ma- 
| ; PS 0 


+ 
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74 s 


tives on hilly wp Ms founded their 
belief, are well grounded or not. With- 
dut this examination, the only fondly 


E 


nor have not given themſelves the leaſt 
ududle to comprehend. e eee 1 
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T will here conclude ny” femaiks on 
tranſubſtantiation, y . that if 
the reaſons, whit 1 have e, are 
not ſufficient to convinge fy Roman 
Catholic, that be is not in the way of 
=o; ths meridian " plendor 8 would be 
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8 HE wortip of 3 ; 
1-7, edly.- an article of the Roman 
Catholic religion, although the more 
Aan papiſts, in this coun- 
try, conſcious of iis abſurdity; generally 
deny the fact; but the ſecond council of 
Nice, the coumceil of Trent; Bellatmin 
dle imaginibus ſanctorum, with the teſti- 
mon of all the divines, fufficiently 
- evince the contrary ; as 1 ſhall: hereafter 
amply ſhew.. This worſhip is called in 
Latin, Culius Dulie relatious, which ſig- 
nifies in Engliſh, the relative worſhip of 
ſervants; denoti ing thereby, that the ſer- 
vice paid to images, is in =p to 
the ſaints they repreſent: - this 
worſhip is directly addreſſeel Wie ſaints 1 
2 hems at: is fimply named, 
0 nt of, doarine 4 is 
not 


kingdom; it is certainly, becauſe ſuch a 


| CY 76 1. 
py not indeed now much ptactiſed by the 
common people of this kingdom, becauſe- 
the church or court of Rome, in whoſe. 
power the executive part of their faith 
lies, think proper to relax a little of her 
rigour in that reſpect; for a time. The 
ſubtle, cautious and ever jealous ſpirit 
which aduates the wonderful machine 
of the Roman church, has in his pru- 
dence ſuſpended this part of actual | 
authority here, till a more favourable op- 
portunity may offer; for the accompliſh-. 
ment of which, unremitted peals of 
prayer are daily launched to the throne 
of heaven. If Wearing; the pompous 
 worſhip'of images is not now in uſe 
among the. ee Catholics of this 


| bare-faced impoſition, would in a land of 

kberty, and inhabited by a race of think- - 

ing men, open the eyes of all, and in- 
ſtantly diſſipate the ſhades of vain delu- 

fion ; nay perhaps even the unthinking 

vulgar . en Profit, and at 
| on 


1 I 

1 perceive the horrors of their chains N 
and thraldom. This doctrme which 
now lies dormant is not on that ac 
ob unt, leſs dangerous, it may one day 
if neglected, like a ſpark in combuſti- 
bie matter, flame forth with redoubled 
vigour amidſt the heretic-conſui ming 
| torches of the holy, inquiſition: theſe are, 
des corps de reſerve, ready at a call; 
and if I foreſee aught, one century, 

ould the courſe of things continue 
in the ſame channel they; now occu- 
py; may ſee theſe holy colonies, ſafely 
waſted from Old Spain, to our betrayed 
ſhores. This is conjecture, but well. 
e Fe L * 7 . h 
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. images were in 8 be Fares exe-- 85 
| cration | in the infancy of Chriſt's church, 


1 ſhall 4 appear in the der e * 


rous en 175 every true a in op- 
Hes: to their eſtabliſhment. 5 
hag 7 CHAP. 
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H E bunch; of Elberfinum Was 
1 celebrated in the year 6f Chit” 
| gan; ad in it, the -worthip* of images b 
vas prohibited, as appears from che 46th © | 
canon of 'that council, Where we find 
| theſe words; placuit Pikluras in ettlefils* 
Me won debere, ne quad chlitur, aut adoratur, 
in parietibus depingatur”—Itfeemned a! 
to us, that pictures ſhould not be in 
churches; leſt that be painted on the 
wall, which might be worſhipped, Os - 
| adored.” The ſenſe of theſe” words i 1 
very plain, for images are no only for- 
bidden to be Painted in churches, but the 
| cauſe of the prohibitjon 1 is allo aſſigned, 


k people might be induced to 
ame then. | Vaſques, Davius, Bell and 


LE 
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IM 2 79 1 
their adhetents, have had. the addreſs „ 
comment on this canon, and diſco ver 
in it angther cauſe; ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary for this injunction: the council; . 
ſay they, forbid images to be Painted on 
church walls, only for fear the dampneſs of © 
theſe walls might in jure the paintings; not 
1 taking notice, that the council 5 
chat they ſhould not be kept i in churches | 
at all. —Thus 3 you. ſee, eyen learned 


R We. od 


folly i is ot: 3 . . were Eo 1 
however, ſatisfied with this eee 2 
they advanced yet Further, nor were | 
q they aſhamed . to draw a double conclu- . 
| ſion, from this canon, as they thought 
in their, favour z. firſt, that Chriſtians. at 
that time, muſt have worſhipped images, 
_ otherwiſe the, council would not have 
f mention of them; and nest, that 
i was the intention of hy council, that 
they. ſhou ould be wort! Fr ped ;, becauſe the 
fathers took. ſo much. gare, not to have 
| them pg: on. damp "ap, 11 Thufat 
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theſe Aue alder to palliate de- 


eCrees, which claſhed- with their intereſt, * 
not daring openly to condemn them; 


dut Melchior Canus, the celebrated Ro- EF 


man; was not altogertier fo thy, who dif- 
daining all ſubterfuge, wi ith atruly | heroic 
_ ſpirit, Uke the great Alexander, at one . 
determined blow cut the Gordian knot, 

in the fourth "chapter of His Book of 

Places, where he lays 4 in very plain and ö 
intelligible terms. Les aut nimis 
4 duras, aut parum: "ration, 'conſentaneas, mn 
u conditiis provincialibils mterdum editas non. 
| * oft negandun, : Salt i non imprudenter 


; 1 is not t be ted, but laws were 
; FS ſometimes promulgated by provincial 
60 either too hard, or little agree - 
able to reaſon: ſuch was that law, not 
* only imprudently, but even impioully 
* enacted by the council of Elibertine, ; 
© concerning the aboliſhing of i images.” 
| ST, it was SONY faid! Was not 
— SITVF$ ſuch : 


* 


t 81 * . TR 
boch u an int ail 4 foul f ack to be pope, e or 
cardinal ar Jeſt 
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For a PREM ſeries of years DN" tlie ce 
nde of this.council, no mention was 
ever made in any ſynod of images; un- 
fortunately however, this calm was not 
to continue for ever the lower claſs of 
people ſtill retained a veneration for 
many Heathenih- ſuperſtitions, and 
above all, had a violent hankering after 
images, which was not to be rooted out: 
They furſt ventured, privately to keep 
them · in their houſes, and ſoon after, un- 
der the ſpecious pretext of repreſenta- 
ton, procured them an admittance even 
in the ſacred temples of the Lord. The 
real deſign of this, appeared but too plain 
: to ber miſtaken: the piety and zeal of eve--- | 
ry true Chriſtian, was accordingly rouſed. 
and alarmed; and bold and generous en- 
deavours were accord! gly made effectu- 

Uy to ſtrike down the riſing evil, to pre- 
ferve — from impurity, and re- 
Ha" 11000 7 E ES ET EK move: a 


© © 2£ © = «© «4 


2 


5 Oy 1 | 
move the abomination. wem befarethe | 
Lord. The votaries andiatiettorbotithis 
abominable and fooliſh. doctrine, were 
real fanatics, a ſet of men, thoug in- 

ttinſically contemptible, yet dangerous 
in any ſtate; for;,which reaſon, the ne- 
| ceſſary conſequenges, of. their blind: 2cal, 
Vere various tumults and erueb ſednions. 
4 450107 8 ine Hit 210% 
er roo Nn were already elapfed in 
this- alarming ſituation of affairs, when 
Conſtantinus Copronymus, the ſon of 
Leo Conon Ifanrus, found it /abſolntely 
neceflary to call a general council whigh 
he did at Conſtantinople, 'in'the-year of 
Chriſt, 554: this was ſtiled the ſeventh 
oecumenical council, and conſiſted of * 55 | 
hiſnops. This "council reprobated an an 
forbid the worſhip- of images, under iis | 
ſevereſt penalties: and cenſures ;. as we 
learn from the following cane: Con- 
_* firmed by theſe ſhared and by God in- 
* ſpired writings, as alſo by the opinions 
« of the on fathers, having our feet! 
N 88 K + confirmed 


confirm * e > on the rock ö 
« divine 'worthip ; in the name of the 


N holy and tranſcendently eſſential, vivi- 


ing Trmity; we who! are inveted | 


- ” with. the. ſacerdotal dignity, in full 
+ allembly,ninanitnous;rof the; ſameopi- - 
nion, de xt one e define arid der 


celare, thatieverꝙ. image, or pi ure of - 
* whatſoever) vie matter ompoſed, or 


hed) by the: painterꝰs art ſhall 


66 « be rejected as foreign and. abominable . . 


| | . from the Chriſtian church, X Let no 


man, of ha t condition ſover he be, 


- * for the future; adhere,to ſuch àn u- | 


; I tation; which is both;impioug and im- 


# 


pure. But whoſoever, from this * 
« forward, fhalldare to procure for im- 
« ſelf an image, or to adore it, or 0 
« place it in the church, or in any a. 
vate houſe, or to Keep it concealed; 


if a biſhop or deacon, he ſhall be as 


<£ poſed; but if a recluſe or lay man, he 
4 ſhall-be firſt accurſed, ard then "We 
een to the e wofiir, 


IL a3 N as 


] of this council, the emprels Irene, regent 


7; 


i Dm 45 nenen 5 


of the empire during the minority of her 


fon Conſtantinus, whoſe eyes ſhe after- 
Wards put out, and uſurped the empire: 


convoked a council at Conſtantinople in 
her ſon's name, for eſtabliſhing the wor- 
ſhip of images, in which the impious 
Teraſius who preſided, and this Heathen 
princeſs, ſtrained every nerve, but in 
Vain; kor en enen nor en 


y. to relax een which wah 


made againſt images: the ſynod therefore 
broke up without doing any thing. Al- 
though the hopes of the queen, and Te- 
raſius were for that time. fruſtrated; they 


_ yet reſolved at all events to carry theit 
Point; and for that purpoſe Wenge a 


whoſe year in preparing fiew forces; 
which: at length they ſucceeded, ay 


5 | b £7 
ay + PEE . a 


UE TH 


bribes, promiſes, menaces, but chicks. 
by creating new. biſhops intirely at their 
devotion. When ſufficiently. reinforced, 
and ſure of: a majority, they called, a. 
council the enſuing year at Nice; which 


was the year of our Lord 787, where the 


great, but nen work was. finally 
"—_— — LY q ien ; 1: 7 7 "bd 


. . 


- 
2 E * 
4 A L x Bo . LO E 7 Set # 4 f ' 
* 4 bs . 1 y . 8 ? 
N 1 
. 4 * * 


be This _ Jigs: main; praud 


and cruel woman, educated in the prin- 
eiples of the Heathen religion, and had 
turned Chriſtian but a few years before 
to marry the emperor, but ber heart 
ſtill cheriſned the ſabe { 


her lips diſavowed. Having theraſans | 


the imperial authority in her hands, ſhe 


reſolved to ſtrike the Chriſtian religion 


one mortal wound | in favour of her be- 


loved idols; and therefore forced toge- 
_ ther and picked this ſynod ;' that the wor- 
ps of images might be univerſallyefta- 
bliſned. By: theſe means ſhe hoped to 
drau the Chriſtians to ber Heatheniſn 
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Principles, while ſtre rendered fidieulous 
a religion ſhe deteſted; or at Jeaſt, that 
_ under the covert of this la, the might 
mote fee er n dhe zucls of her eus 1 


GI 7 i e Ws Bü ae: ie 
niche anceiing: os the ie of 
Nice, Baſilius Anciranus, Theodoſuis 
Myron, Theodoſius Amorianus. Hypa- 
tius Nicenus, Leo Rhodius, Gregory of 
Piſicha, Gregorius Peſſiiumtinus, Leo of 
Iconium, Nicolaus. Hierapoleus, and Leo 
Carpatbiius were ali ſentenced to be de- 
Prived firſt of their biſhoprics, and af- 
ter to be tried for their iv es, nne did 


defence of che obüncilb of Ellbertine gar 
Ons, and embrace the ee | 


+ of i —_— 6. vlog. en bovis 
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ed een eke faxed hin 
phce of reſidenoe in Gaul, in the year of 
: Chit waere the act of this coun+ 
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141. 


of from Pope Leo the third; (while bei- 


; - in Rome for | his cbronatiom Jin 
order to have them eviſed by che Weſtern 
church. He thereupon! cauſed e bi- 
ſhops of Gaul, Italy and Germany to 
aſſemble at Franckfort, where thoſe pre- 
lates unanimouſly donckemned the Nicene 
_ council” and” their image. werftnp, in 
theſe terms; as may be ſeen in the latter? 


| part of the works of Alcuin, where the 


council is at full lengtnu. Allata ef 
Lin meds queſtid* de navd Græcorum fy? 

5 © nodo, quam de adorundis imaginibus feces. 
mm in qud ſcriptum habebutur, ut gu 


ti naginibus ſunc torum, ita ut dnfice' trin-! 
Vuati ſeyvirium aut adbrationm non ine 


&« derent, ' anathema | - Judicarentur." * Qu. 
L fupra. aucliſſnu patres nqſtri omnimadis 


L adbrationem et ſervitutem renuentas cu. 
* rempſerunt, atque conſentientes condemna- 


verunt. Which is in Engliſh, —- 
The queſtion concerning the Greek 5 
„ nod lately held on the adoration of 


bs images, being brought under our con- 5 
e, L ſideration; 
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Dee n ſuch as will not 
« the ande ſaints, - as they; do. to the, 
« * bleſſed Trinity, on which account, the 
© moſt holy fathers of this. aſſembly diſ- 
6 ſeating. from them, have deſpiſed all 
« ſuch adoration, and homage, ant with 
Sone en have condemned it.” os: 
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Havi nom fulfilled the deſign of this 
e I will proceed to the next, in 
which; I mean to ſet forth the reaſons aſ- 
ſigned by-the council of Nice, for eſta- 

bliſhing the worſhip: of images; and 
alſo, the anathemas pronounced by it 
againſt ſuch as would not follow its die- 
tates; as they "_ be found in the acts 
ef chat couneil. 
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in the following words; Where —_—_ 


* fore I Theodoſius the leaſt among 1 
* Chriſtians, to this ſacred and univerſal 10 
45 council, do thus confeſs; —firft I ap= I 
prove, receive, reverence and' worſhip i 
above all things, the inviolable image 14 
4 Of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our true God, i 
« as allo that of the holy Virgin Mary. {þ 
* who bore him, and whoſe aſſiſtance, 0 
I protection and interceſſion, night and ly 
day Lalſo invoke, that ſhe would help | 
4 me who am a ſinner, for ſuch power ; 
* ſhe has. received from him, whom ſhe 
60 eie forth into Ra world, Chriſt 
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Lever does not worſhip the Sorſhipful. 
«; images, let bim accurſed. —2dly, 
7.0 Whotve" loads" with "blaſphemy. the 
4 holy HA bible? images, let him be 
© ecurſed; -3dly, Whoever dares to 
4 defame and with in Jurious words at- 
< tack the worſhipful images, or; refs. 
|; them l neee ww 
[ « * Whoever from «his heart, 
| © teach the. Chriſtian: peaple; Sn 
6 the holy and - honourable images of 
s all: the ſaints, who from the beginning 
have been pleaſing-to God, let him be 
Sd uſed, — gthly, Curſed be — 
« cuſers of Chriſtians, the Iconoc 
| e e Aeon, images”. 
N 18 9 
Wy" the Foun? act they whe notice, | 
5 God made the firſt image, and there - 
by left an example of | what ought to be 
done. Theſe are theit words z r Even 
| e e and i wanne dase 
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PYRO man from the ſlime of e 
4 earth, according to his peciliar 1 image 

'4 andilikeneſs.” What a wild ima- 

gination for an W rede eber 

affecdecl the àuguſt title of prelates of 


Chriſts flock f To cornplete the thought; 
they ſhould/have added, at the end of 


the ſentence, and worſtiipped i i. Th * 7 
were however polite etiotigh|—forif God” 
made man according to his image, they” 
returned the complirtent, ard reads Him 
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aid : ; ——Bleſſed Gregory _ divine fa- 
mier, grelle ev a rharvellous 1 ima ge. 
of” Poleitibn — es, lay: 8 them moſt holy 
_ patriarch, 
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patriarch, for from it e continency ; 3 
and unleſs he had the image of Polemon 
te- he would have had a 
whore, anc from his wickedneſs he would: : 
not bave refrained.” j Thatis a won- 
gerful image and well worth conten 
Plating, ſaid: the moſt holy biſhop. of 


Dynbachium. by. virtue of which, a 


n has been preſerved- from: the ſin 
canes? + Then Baſil the moſt 
oly biſhop of Ancyra ſaid,” —*, The: 
Lord does not prohibit images, nay. he 
even approves of them.” After this, the 
venerable: monk... Thomas moved for 
leave to read a book written by: Afterius: 
the biſhops... to. which the holy Hood 
made anſwer; = let it be read. 
| as romantic perfor Nance, Written by 
ſome frank moon-ſtrucken fanatic, but 
Thomas begins to read, and ſo I beg 
Ok [4 thy f flor 2100 Wits - 10 
by 1644 J , 4 i 
40 Thad lately, ee that ah: 
« ment orator Demoſthenes in N hand. 
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« It happened to be in 4 where 
he ſo bitterly torments AÆſchy nes by 


< reiterated enthymems. I attache 
4 each the oration, until tired by the 

al neſs; of ' the. ſentences, I took a 
Mt alle in \ order. to alleviate my mind; 
„by which,” when my. ſpirits ſhould: be 
< ſomewhat-recreatei might return in 

4 more pleaſing mood: I therefore 
25 Shay apartments, and after having 
taken a turn for ſome time, with a 
4 few acquaintances in the -market- 
4 place, from thence 1 withdrew for / 
E moment to the _ of God to Pray. 
« of the porches, thats L beheld cer. 
tain picture; which for a long nme 
held me intirely in 1 ſuſpence. Ton 
would have ee it the work f 
Euphanor, or of ſome of thoſe re- 
4% nowned painters, who now 8 
* throw ſuch an air of d 
*w much gre, "that their , 
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of 4 ſcern- even'to 'breathe. | But come, N 
you deſirè ard your leifure permit it, 
A greatly wiſh, to explain to you the 
1 * picture; e ſons of the muſes have 
F our colours not inferior to the painters 
70 Perm There was la certaim holy woman, 
a ſincere virgin, who dedicated her vr- 
« ginity-to.God. | Her name was Euphe- 
Ae mia. When on a certain time, pious 
men were condemned to die by a erüel 
5 « tyrant,” this wirgin:joyfully wiſhed: to 
 *-undergo: the torture. Her fellow citi- 
* z6hisand.companions in the fame cauſe, 
< for which ſhe died, admiring her as a 
* mãnby, and ſacredl virgin,» bear away 
t the coffin, celebräting her name, with 
Jay ful ſongs of praiſe: her annual ſeſ- 
_ _ [ttval- they alſo ſolemnize with the 
+6 greateſt ſolemnity! The churchwar- 
dens explain theſe Se myſteries to 
the people; and in pathetio orations 
5 4 extol her memory; and how ſhe un⸗ 
* derwent the trial of fortitude, acquaint 
15 thoſe! ve Eine to wn the place; 
au e 
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« The painter himſelf being a pious 
man, by deſigning the whole ſtory on 
c the canvaſs near the coffin,” in- a holy 
manner greatly Nlattrated this ſacred 
ſpectacle The ſcheme of the picture, 
as 48 follows :—— the judge ſeated 
on aà lofty bench; ſternly and bitterly - 
© eyes the virgin, (for inanimate matter 
may ſeem-angty;) the-thieves of the 
„ kingdom andt a troop of ſoldiers: ſtand- 
CT ing by the ſecretaries with the appara- 
A tus of their profeſſion are alſo preſent; 
Y one of whom leaning on his elbow, 
e with his pen off the paper; and hav- 
Lr g hig face turned towards. che vi zin, 
8. looks very ſerious and ſcems to 185 
 * quire,/ that ſhe would ſpeak” louder, 
«Jeſt for Want of diſtinetly hearing 
« what the faid; he might eithet write 
what was falſe or doubtful.” The vir. 
6e girr feed dreſſeck in brown flowing 
6 habit: and elWak, for che painter top” f 
poſed her a profeſſor-of- philSſophy ; 


« but Tbelteve her endowed. with'a"foul - 
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9 0 beautifully adorned with Virtac's | 

“ graces, as her face was with dacht 

ing charms. Two; ſoldieraiſeem to 

1 drag her before the judge; tlie one be⸗ 
< fore: hauls her, on, the other at 


ſtedfaſtly fixed on the graund, as if 
60 ſhunning the ſight of men. Untertiz 


40 on ſhe ſtands, ready, to. brave the bits 
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ription, in the true lunatic ſtile; ; 
and the monk Thomas uninterrupted 


reads. ,on.; with all the fervency of a de- 
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enough. of the Hory. ——Well, I muſt. 
yer the beſt part of it, for brevity 
Gs. 25 am OR add the ooneluſion. 
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E hack, rudely, puſhes: her forwand.-: This i 
*:demeanor of the virgin, is a mixture of 


« modeſty. and conftancy.. - Her eyes are 


moniac; but I fancy you have heard 
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« that you ſhould give your approbation 


«of the picture: to which. the moſt re- 5 


60 nowned leaders anſ wered, — the pain - 


" ter's art 18 certainly holy; neitker ſhall | 
« we, 48 f many do, revile it; moreover 


« "even the Father Almighty o ordained, 
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tim ents, of that renowned aſſembly, 


known by the name of the ſecond coun- 
cil of Nice. O heavens! ſhield me, ye 


guardian angels of truth! who. would 


think ſuch ſentiments as: theſe, could be 
the. acts of Aa Chriſtian, ſynod; and that, 
theſe very abſurdities were to become 


fundamental doctrines? If monkeys 


could ſpeak, and hold conferences, I ſhould 


expect to find more reaſon in their delibe- 


rations. But 1 miſtake! it would be 


doing them an injury to believe they 


„ no, they were Infidels 
and worſe; their memory ſhould be abo- 
minated, deteſted and infamous to the 
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bodſity. . Theil Theodoſius the moſt 
Amoly biſhop of Amotrlicutn anſwered; 


W «God, 'We together with this hoh ſynod, 
«after having heard this | opinion of the 


Wo fal images; belle ve and "confels, that 


-«:catbthemm holy. Whoever thinks other- 


4 Ynod anſwered and ſaid, let him be 
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Prot Tacted lords; and worlhippers of 
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TASQUES, a very eminent Jeſuit 
divine, in his ſecond book (de 


..  adoratione Inaginum) preſſed by the words 
of the law of God, which forbid not only 
the worſhip of images, but alſo, even the 
making of them for any religious ſervice; 


was forced to acknowledge, that God 


indeed, abſolutely forbid images to be 
made for any religious uſe; but takes 


the liberty at the ſame time, of obſerv« 


ing; — That the church is not bound by 
that precept, which was intended for the 


Jews alone. St. Paul required to know, 
—who was ever God's council ;—might 
not we anſwer him, it was Vaſques, 


| 1 Knew even mera 8 intentions. 


| late 1 ſays, 8 it 
not God, who commanded Moſes, not 
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image at all/ nor any like- 
neſs, of the things that are in heaveh | 
above, or in burn nt | 


to 1 


A 4 
92 [4 4 
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2 „Leni in hie 
20th, remarks, that in the apoſtles' time, 


13 
was 
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dhe diſciples of Simon Magus made 
images of him, and Selene his wife, and 
worſhipped them. In the ſame bock he 


takes notice likewiſe, © that tlie Carpo- 


ur cratians: er Gnoltics hack ſome painted 
4 images, and ſome made of other mat- 


ter, affirming them to be the figures of 


Chriſt made by Pilate” St. Auſin in 
es, relates theſe prac- 


his book of Her 
tices of the diſciples of Simon Magus 
and the Gnoſtics, and condemns them; 
as does alſo An 
| nium. 
* preſent the carnal faces of ſaints in pic- 
© tures with colours: for we have no 
% need! of- that, but to imitate their con- 


alt book: AG... 


philochius biſhop of Ico- | 
46 We ace not, ſays he; to re- 
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| mules the. following Temark ; How 
_ © could Peter know Ekjah dad Moſes, =: 
© but in the ſpirit x for the people could 


are openly forbid to exerciſe 
Lceitlal trade, (the making of images) 
. * which diſparageth the venerable ma- 
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mw the! 1 th chapter of the ale booktj—a 


: r - SAN x 
\ ; / a f # KF 


T7 


not have their images and ſtatues, be- ; 
a the la of / T0 d: probibies” that.” 


pf Len S 2 7 Mn 73% l | 
emen Alex: nd ** in his echortd- 
tive oration to the Gentiles, ſays; © we 


that de- 
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Ay c God 2fri6 T H 475 on min. 


n St A S T6 41 gaiter WEE) 4 


Ga inthe 18th dupter 4 


| erft book of Inflitutions, declares; * that 
it is a perverſe; and ill ſcening thing, | 


that the irnage of a man, eden 


* 


„it is a thing beyond All doubt; that 
here there is an image; there can be 


4 religion Hende it evidehtly ap- 


pears; that the picture off the Viet = 
Mary, "ſaid 40-be* painted u. ge die 


re fabulous; ee 


8 Frites 
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his time i in \ theſs world A Be _ 


« « ful, 0 dear children, t you bring no 
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images into the churches, ; andthat.y qu 


« ſet none up in the burying places of 


« the ſaints ; but hear God in your hearts 


« continually ; yea, let them. not be ſul⸗ 
4 fered in your. houſes,” © he ſame. Epiq 


Phanus remarks in 4. letter to- John of > 


Jer ulal lem; that, paſſing, OH I; 4 


— 


4 town of P Paleſung, named  Anablata, J. 
bound a. painted. yail hanging ;at(the 


HQ Burch door, 0 on which Was painted. the 
&« image of Chriſt, or ſome 


1417 % 


< council to the keepers of the place, ra- 


« ther to employ it as a winding ſheet _ 
4 for the corpſe. of ſome poor man.“ 


. further exhorts his friend, © that for 


t for Þ 
do not rememper exactly O. Whaſgt 
8 „image it Was: but incenſed;to ſee; the F 
mage of a man hanging in the. churtbh 
4 of Chriſt, contrary to tlie authority of 
E holy ſcripture, I tore the vail and gave 


1 future, a ami ſhould -be 
5 Fa. © -. © mad 
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| 104 4 
4 made againſt hanging ſuch vails in we 
« churches; as contrary to religion.” 5 
St. Jerom tranſlated” this epiſtle into 
Latin, which ſufficiently ſhews, what "IR, 
 fentiments Tee" on a the ſubject. THF 


81 
” 3 


St. Auffin, in the Giſt bock of the 
manners of the Catholic church, corn- 
plains; That many are worſhip- 
pers of tombs and pictures.” And in 
huis firſt book. of the concordance of the 
evangeliſts ſays,—. They deferve to 
46 fall into error, who would ſeek Chriſt, 
an his apoſtles, not in the holy ſerip- 
. tures, but on painted walls? vary - 
un 119th letter to Januarius,— — We 
< muſt not ſerve any image of God, but 


that image, Vhich i is, o What he himſelf | 
ge Che”: SUES HTO ; 
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ous dy with 1 u- 
ver, file and fine linen are induce- 
ments to allure vulgar eyes, and the 
_ churches whichare beſt ſtocked with theſe 
inticements, for fineneſs and number, 
are ſure ever to baſk i in the ſun-ſhine of 
vows and offerings... This mode of wor- 
ſhi ip is ſo well calculated for the degene- 


racy of mankind, that in a little time, 


every well dreſſed image, (as 85 myſelf f 


. * 
28 


have often ſeen) becomes miraculous. vou 
may perhaps now. be defirous to know,, | 
how images firſt acquired the reputation 
ol performing miracles: this will be very 
ealily accounted*for, if you conſider, that 
when the interceſſion. of a ſaint is tut. 
ed at the altar of his image, the event 
of every calamity impoxtuned before 
him, » believed 1 N on 
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PP 
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{ 206 1 
his nod. Divine Providence does not 
always permit affſiction to. cruſh the 
head of the unhappy 1 ufferer, if there- 
fore any recover (as daily many do) 
| from ſickneſs, or extricate themſelves 
3 troubles, when ſcarce haps > Was 
left to dawn ; this is by the ignorant yuk 
f gar attributed to ſome ſupernatural cauſe. 
When any, thing of this nature happens, 
© 1 Ws: poor deluded. People Zealouſly at- 
tribute the intire honour of it to the i image, 
before which in the anguiſh of their 
hearts, they had implored for ſuccour. — 
This is called a miracle done by ſuch an 
| image, for a memorial, of which, : a laſt- NM. 
ing token is always hung up, to per- 
petuate the remembrance of it to the 
| riſing generation. If ſucceſs ſhould fall 
d crown their fanguine entreaties, the 
= image is never ſo muchas ſuſpected to 
de in fault; ; which they ſuppoſe: perfectly, 
| good-natured; and beſides, they firmly 
believe, that it had often performed ma- 


ny Ser. and Hors 1 zing Wonders 


N as 
\ 
— na rd £ <> 
* 2 ens 
22 * 4 * * VIEWS k """_ 
_— - 


— 
* - — —— — — ID — 
— —U—U—— — ——— — — m 
— , > . 
pe 


2 at 


= —— — — — — 
of Oy” 
* 8 * 


1 5 
a EE 2 2 
= 7 1 2 

: 


1 3 = q — — - — 
1 „ av _ —_ " Fon _— — * 159 * 2 : 
3 F 7 = þ 2 — 2 N * r _m_ 
- + Yea CE © | Ne” 1 — e 
of : R "$4 — - IE , 2 . 4 
- — 2 — 3 * 2 M _— — — — 
—— — — <2 wn — — wy a 3 — — 3 - —— N. - b g - ad — - 
— — — — out: oy, es —̃ —— IF TP 2 _ A £ 3 — 
— * * 
a * 5 
” — — 9 r , N 
# , 4 , 


„ 


— 


— — 
— ee 
2 "ip * 
he. ts — 


— —— 
S — — 
ly Sr — ts 


_ * q \ - — 
* * 2 , 4 —_ I l _ 
— : — * a £ 
PP 
1 "IT: ——— - 
yy 242009 


* 
2 OOTY 9 


3 


- * 5 * 8 
ö 5 "IT * . — — ins * 33383 
f ne vl n Sins. hp —— — — - 
— 
1 5 W ws r — hs at ts at 
* * 
* 


Ws ata 


than 


2 7 


for mſtance, N 


A 9 5 
wen what a "r&quelte ec in R EK 
9 a 2 Thr r 4 delifc 1 k =, 
bers AUR y Ut ſing eat 
Heis of irflages, But this 1 7 5 all, fiction: 
nfibids Aer gel 50 N | 
Af orerend woe, 7 and i wt — fame 
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SEAS ad REAYaH = Are 
tee worre fü Ahibhs: Tft the. iter; 
may relfafk fie Abl 
Attiev Feldted mri tlie Tic St. Patrick, 5 
and the Nigmath ef St: Francis! Sine 
images, on particular occaſions, have 
heen feignecllto fpeak; ard Merge Hd 
ten ofthlboqy which Was done by av 
ing ſmalh ronduitd rade to there n 
anred liquid: put in A cavity in the Read: 
Fhe breviaries and legends inform us this . 
images have often "moved heit Heads 
and *nodded confem; tholgh diathetri- 
cally: contradibturyt toritherivords:; of hes | 
Plalmiſts Fe have mouth anch 
« ſpeak. not; yes haue they arc fee not: 
| « Nc. Een the Pialeniſt e 
| of 
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of ſmall an when, put i in come 
4 8 ſpeaking. or veeping 
mage, &c. which indubitably. is no in- 


lo t aſure in a church, as daily 
experience. pro es in many places of 


Italy, and Spain by abundance of money 
for ſoul-maſſes, offerings, &c.” The holy 
ſe of Loretto, | which the, Roman 
viary proteſts to; have deen carried 
from place to place on angels wings, is 
e for, if it is not quite as 
3 whe e rich. 
* Hs 
* | have hinted. in un e 1 
images repute for per- 
vorming es in the next, I will 
prove the aſſertion-by offering to your 
nfideration anecdotes of ſuch miracu- ' 
bous images, as I can at this time recol- 
ket. % dave e in. e ow! of. 
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R is an image- bf. we KEY, 

o Mary in a church of Clermont! Ii 

Auvergne, to which vows are made 
from far and near, by land and ſea; 

nay often have I heard their bells loudly. 

proclaim the working miracle, while 

| ſome fee'd impoſtor 1 the farce, 


Saumur and the town of St. C laude 
in Franche Compte, are alſo. ennobled 

by famous images of the Virgin Mary... - 
Arras is renowned for a e . work 
ing crucifix; Billom in Auvergne for a 
viol of aur Saviour” s blood, which the 
canons. of the collegiate church carry. - 
about annually in proceflion, through 
an admiring crowd of filly ſpectators, 
 affemhled-from « every quarter, to con- 
ane and adore, What in reality,. is 
. 1 nothing a 
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nothing! but — aledhok Be 
 fangon" ſhows the ſudary, which ſerved- 
tocavelop! Fm Chtiſt after his? 
death; authenticated to be the only one 
in the world, by nnd leſs than two in“! 
falhble popes Bulls; while on the other 
hand, the authenticity of that of Cahors 
is ſupported by four; in Mentz and 
Furin the ſame valuable relick is to be 
ſeen, rev ered as genume. It is even 
no uncommen ching to have, three or 
four heads of the ſame ſaint in different 
: churches; and many . other things ſſiame- | 
fal even to ſuperſtition itſelf, which 28 
deſty eee to nee b 
aw) ws of. Wart, 579 27 dg bas WT 
The ſhrine of Bt; "Amabilis bey 
fſaint of Rom in Auvergne, preſerved” 
im the collegiate church of that eity, de- 
dicated to his name; is carried about 
 onee every year, on the elevemhof Jane, 
in triumphant proceſſion through” that 
om at which nenen, Ls myſelf: > 
e . Nenn ANCE nne | 
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cbduntry. This reliek is a moſt remarka- 
ble piece: of ſuperſtitious curioſity... ſs | 
achievements: of! this: ſaint ducv1 > 
| life time} were indeed wonderful, ib woo 
©. belibv6:the legends; all diſorders at his 
command diſappeared, he gave ſight to 
the blind, the lame he cauſed to walk, 
and the dead to riſe; the ſun- beams 
cuven obedient to bis will, bore his hat 
and gloves, while he journeyed to Rome: 
min a word all nature obeyed his nod, 
not otherwiſe than if he had been God's . 
lieutenant for earthly affairs. Since his 
death he has loſt little of his former vir 
tue and power; for even now to touch 
his rotten bones, #urabile Actu, is.a- cure 
14 all diſeaſes, and ſmall ribbons rub- 
thereto become very good preſer- 
vatives againſt fire, thunder, | lightnings- 
and ſo- forth. On every. occaſion, his 
name is invoked, - and even it is no un- 


1 5 | 2 thing, with the country folk to 
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nus. That i is, good God, intercede 
with St. Amabilis for us; ſo t 
opinion of his power in heaven. Many 
impoſtors, pretending to: be: mad, come 
yearly. to his proceſſion and counterfeit a 
cure, in order thereby ww procure mo- 
. T7 ); N. Sete on! 


9 8 


The an deden . maſſes 4 in | his 
"i is at a higher rate, than any 
where elle, on account of the ſainit's pe- 
culiar interceſſion there; and that in 
abundance- Thus you ſee, images and 
relics bring a conſiderable revenue to 
their proprietors, while the filly people 
reſt perfectly fatisfied; ſwelled up wih 
the thoughts of having received ample, 
bleflings, in return for trifling preſents: 
We. need not wonder 8 then, that they. 
fang (high in the church of Raw... 
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Auvergne, there was a certain 
pariſh prielt, ; poſſeſſed but of a ſcanty 
benefice. He wget in ſecret for many 
yedrs at his bad fortune, and formed 

many conjectures: how he might aug- 
ment his flender income: at length 
however, he reſolved by a new ſtrata- 


gen io acquire that opulener which | 
his Ne git enjoyed of long, Has 

uw * "He! therefore got 2 y 6 
Ane derbe made im a diſtant pr62 | 
Vince; anti had it c Ed pnentely 22 
His Provide," ' where the buried it, in the 
Center of two eröffing roads.” Eber diy 
Mt beme tine alter he done this, he took 
eſp t with kalt, bie 8 
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perſualle them, that ſörnetfing fuperria> 
tural muſt fufely Be in tHe place. A 


day was therefore appointed? to!'explore | 


the will of heaven in this: hidden-my ſte. 
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ts, and preceded-'by- the 
RON paniſhioners;. went to 
the place and thereaftes inv oing hea- 


the icattle were wont to ſtep, and ſoon 


found'the ſtorie cruelfix, feht he kim- 
ſelt kad interr ed. f 


beg ni 20 f f & 0 n & nad 
you oy N 1 vi LEY noi f⁰ν ee 


I 1 a SE 


pod W the” paſtor, who took eare a 
enhance the marvellous of the affair and 


by. > 


— 
— 


- 


— 


* PS, — bs R 


- 
ETA 
— — —— 


—— — 


CE ESE 


— = _ 
— ” n - 4 — — — — 
2 E - — 7 22 — mb — __ _ 
r 2 "7 2 * , OED III * . ee I. — 0 
IJ 3 — - . * A W s > 
— Pa, ar) < * m a 8 * - Z 23 
oy F _ 7.3 2 - > ” 2 : A 225 . ; 
* " b 8 9 ; - W - 
——— — ” ACE dither iN Pa” on, IO 5 < \ _ 5 
I 7 2 — — —— er” + io” 2 4 - — may 
en ah . 2 — ads N 5 R r N r 
„ . * ID he - 4 — rap dy n ” | —— {+ l 
* 1 3 r CE 8 - me 4 J \ K ry 
. 2 — 9 — 1 4 
— 2 * both bw — 7 8 — .. a . * — 
— os — 2 — mt N een 7 2 ; 


— 3 


* < — — 4 
ny * — 2 $44 be": tae. Wo 


we 25 


— 
_ —— —— . 


Sas 


A CY 
vn of 


88 


„. 
r * 


* 
< Some. 


n 
0 2 * 7 > n 2 a 
> Fe r wi - 
— ire I IG err — > 24 — "3 — 5 
— 3 — 5 —— 
7 * 8 Dr 
8 3 7 OI 


Ea 


. 
— 
bo, 


_ 


5 
— — =_ 
* 2 
— 
-— = — — 
8 — , 
— p 
Ee 
— b > pr” P 
= 


* 
3 
— 


- — —. — 
* = 
* . " > wy 1 
* * -# 8 5 
rr Jedlas — —— 
„ * - 
r 
G hy n - 4 2 
1 PETS __— . 
* 


— pr ˙* K ͤ 


x 
7 ” 
8 
: 1 
1 * 
1 3 
£36 
_ 
A. 
ME | 
_ 
. 
— 
* 


* ” - 7 
a IF 


even was. rev rec 
derful miracles until the good od man 


4% 

Tue joy which animated ao. 
on this diſcovery, ſurpaſſes. ſar all deſ- 
eription; they firſt kneeled downto 


thank. the Almighty, for one f. hi 
higheſt, favours, confident, 'ithat: hail. ac 


rain would never more hurt their; vine 
yards or corn- fields while ſuch a palla- 0 
dium watched-their ſafety; This cruci- 
f in a little time abundantly Procured 


What; the rector ſtood in need of ; and 
for many and went 


Vas about to join his aſſies to thoſe of 
his forefathets; a fatal ſeruple of con- 
ſcience for the crucifix tock place 

which made him declare the whole myſ- 
tery. This accident much diſeredited 
the virtue of this crucifz, yet did not 

 intirely deſtroy it, for, the good people 
| would not be prevailed upon to remove 
ſuch a venerable relic from their church. 
Ihave related this anecdote at full-length, 
it being a matter of fact; not indeed 
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4H E Iriſh Roman Catholic will per- 
haps ſay, I worſhip no images, I 


never pay them any reſpect; I look on, 


conſider and venerate them, as I would 
the portraits of my anceſtors and no 
more: it is then falſe, that the church 
of Rome directs any worſhip or venera- 
tion to be paid to them. This! is the com- 


mon argument, and a perſon who advan- 
ces it with ſome warmth, thinks he has 


fully ſatisfied every objection that could 
be made on this chapter; but I muſt tell 
fuch men, that they are intirely miſtax— 
en in two reſpects ; firſt, becauſe 
what one man does, can be no rule for 
what a body of men does, or ought to 
do; ſecondly, they make profeſſion ' to 


| be Roman-Catholics, yet if they ſ. peak 


ſincerely, ey are not of that commu- 
nion, 4 
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Romer neee our e will not 


L 419 3 


nic 
confraryn B by at they, 
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de, 35} haye 


ſhewed, in the exkraQts from, the council 
; ot Nice, excommunicated Hereties. Te 


uluſtrate. the. firſt part of the. 2 
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ki on bg diy viduals, and Wi ee poſ- | 


eſhons.;, may we concluds : from thence, 
that; it is net a dogma of the church 
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' Whoever therefore deſires to. Knopp, 
N is the belief of -the church of. Rome 


concerning any ſubject, muſt examine, 


ſeri iouſly and EPI ider, what are her el. 
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tablihed Same on that head; as 


have done in this work; Se them ä 
from the acts of coungls, and fl decrees of 


Popes, for then, there 1 is no Tiſk of be- 
wy miſtakxen. T he ſecret inſpirations” 
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- of reaſor very often, if the 2— 
tted, ſackdate and whiſpet 
| in the heart of man, what is right amidft 


a world of error: thus when a Papiſt en 


deavours to excuſe: the church of Rome * 
in her ſuperſtitions; theſe ſecret inſpi- 


ratiorts of reaſon, fiimulate him to con- 


demn her doctrines; and from che ſame 
moti ves hs would renounce her rcommuni- 
on Which he ſo zealouſly defehds;had not 
the iron hand of falſe prejudice ſpread 
before his eyes. The facts which 
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1 have here cited, evince, that the Wor- 5 
ſhip of images is now in practice nor 
Roman Catholics; I have alſo proved to 
A demonſtration, that this worſhip p is in 


conſequence of its being the doctrine * 
their church; it 0 now remains, to 


| choſe this chapter with a The imerelig 
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We d in dhe ks a a: ave 

ry ſtrong inſtance of this doctrine, where 3 

it * that the ey: and all pw 
| after 
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' thei 4 new croſs is bleſſed acco Wang o 


the form preſcribed thereiy n, ſhall kneel 
and devoutly adore it. Tum pontifex 
Nexis ante crucem en Bien de votẽ _ 
rat, „ Se. | | 


* 
* 


hp Amen every om of italy, gn 
France, and various parts of Germany, 
they preſerve in their churches, ſmall 


particles of wood, which they ſay and 
believe to be parts of the croſs on which 


our Saviour ſuffered ; and to which cer- 
tainly more than even a relative worſhip 
is paid. In the convent of Angers, where 
I reſided for ſome time, a particle of this 
pretended croſs is kept, fixed in a very 
fine large remonſtrarice, after the very 


ſame manner, that the hoſt is expoſed 


for adoration. On every firſt Sunday of 5 
the month, a benediction is given with _ 


this _in as ſolemn a manner, as the en- 
ſuing Sunday with the hoſt itſelf. The 
order . which, this Bs \ performed, is as 
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The prieſt firſt devoutly places it on 


the altar, and then kneeling down wor- 


ſhips it: after which he deſcends the 


altar ſteps, offers tncenſeto it three RO 


then ſings a hymn with the people, re- 


Lites ſome prayers; then offers Wau 
10 it again three times, aſcends the. altar, 
and proſtrates himſelf before it for ſore = 


time; after which he riſes, takes it in 
His hands, and pronounces a bleſſing with 
it on the congregation, in che ſame man- 


ner as is done with the en on eren 
— e | 


| Every town furniſhes W * this 
kind, but Ichoſe to exhibit an example, 


of which T Tue, en Often | an *. 


vitneſs. | 


Arbe ee wn 1e 


than ſufficient to convince any man, 


who ſincerely deſires to be inſtructed in 


the ways of truth, and in reality to 
n, an the worſhip of ht” 


Cn 3 


and relics i is truly the practice and ge- 


nuine doctrine of the church of Rome. 


? 5 


At is evident, that none of theſe prac- 


tices were in uſe among the primitive 
Chriſtians; nay could not, for ſaints are 


antecedent to their relics and images: 
neither do we find in any records, that 


ſaid on this ſubject, but what 1 have 
N already advanced 1 i, I alk ſufficient, 
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the apoſtles ordered their ſucceſſors: o 
invoke them, or erect ſacred ſtatues to 
their honour. Much more might be 
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\H E catechiſm f the ound of 
Trent certifies, that there is - a 


44 called purgatory ; (but we do not 


yet know where, as the council thought it 
not proper to tell us,) in which the ſouls 
of the juſt are detained and puniſhed 
for ſmall offences; yet may receive al- 
leviation from theſe torments by the 
ſuffrages of the faithful. The ſame 


holy council pronounces a moſt bitter 


curſe againſt any one that does not be- 
lieve the exiſtence of this purgatory, de- 


claring they ſhall not be ſaved. Doth 


it not appear very ſtrange, that when 
our Saviour ſent his apoſtles, to preach 
"the goſpel throughout the world; he did 


not mention one word of this anther 5 


article of faith to them? for, what could 


CC * — 


L. = 1 

7 be totally ignorant of a point of 
faith, without the knowledge of which, 

he ſhould unavoidably be damned. to. 
bees ehernity'? ot alt 09 Ge al 
ut ies Sünde this knowledge 
may now be-to the ſalvation of a Roman 
Catholic, fince : the council of Trent has 
been pleaſed to declare it ſo poſitively. 
neceſſary ; ; yet we have not the leaſt ae - 
count even of its exiſtence from holy 


ſcripture, che practice of the primitive 


church, or from any hiſtory written for 


many hundred years after the firſt. 


preaching of Chriſt: we muſt therefore 
(think) canclude, that | it is a mere, fio- 
tion, invented either through ignorance, 


> for ſome private ends. The Hea- 


thens believed a purgatory and it is 
not EG that it was from their 
mythology, Chriſtians in the days of 

ignorance, adopted this doctrine AS well 


as the ſ uperſtition of images, holy water 
and many other errors. 
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The fouls of ſuch men as had not re- 


ceived the honour of burial, were ac- 


cording to the Heathen belief, compelled 


to wander on the banks of the river 


Styx; and there for their unexpiated 
crimes, to undergo various puniſhments, 


enjoyment of Elyſian happineſs, as we 
learn from the following Pg of that 
celebrated Roman poet Virgil. 39 
Fneis, Book v1. v. 739. 
- Beyio exercentur penis, veterumque de 
Supplicia expendunt. Aliz panduntur inaties 


Suſpenſe ad ventos: aliis ſub gurgite vaſto 
Lnfectum cluitur 11 71 aut exuritur igni. {pi 


„ 


y WAS, 
F 
Fo 


Mittimur Elifiam, et Ar. lere ar va tenemus. 


| Here former crimes by pain are waſh'd away, 
And various tortures do our bliſs delay. 

Fo taging winds expoſed and piercing cold, 

By fivelling waves and headlong torrents rend, 1! 
In fiery ſurges, others meet their fate 
And expiate their crimes of early date * | 
Until Elyfian joys and happineſs _ 

Ar length ſhali crown our woes with endleſs bliſs.” 


Pope Gregory the firſt, adopted this 


| Heatheniſh doctrine in his dialogues, 
5 written | 
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ments. 
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written about the year of Chriſt 50 . He 

raves of the purgation of ſouls in baths,. 

rivers and the wind, &c. and propoſes it 

as a Chriſtian belief. However ridicu- 

bous ſuch an opinion may appear; it 
could not fail to gain ground flowing 

from fuch a ſource. It did fo, and in fact 

is now become one of the corner tones 

of the church of Rome. eee 


This Nen was the happieſt that 
Papiſt Rome ever made: it is this ima - 
ginary fire, that fattens the prieſts and 
friars; who in return, as it is their bread- 
gainer, uſe their utmoſt efforts, to render 
it as terrifying as poſſible to the poor ig-- 
norant ſuperſtitious people, who think 
nothing good enough to give thoſe men, 
who pretend to have a power of deli- 

vering them from ſuch frightful tor- 
The Greek church never be- 
lieved a purgatory, as we learn from 
Nilus biſhop of Theſalonick, a learned 
Greek, who. fays — We have nor 

8 4 1 learned - 
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« rms from our doQors,. that there 
vas ſuch a thing as the fire of purga- 
6 tory, or any temporal - puniſhment 
< that would have an end; and we 
„know, that the oriental church hald 
* no ſuch doctrine.” Alphonſe de Caſ- 
| tro confirms and ſupports. the teſtimony 
of Nilus; for he ſays; “ It is one of 

d the common errors of the Greeks. and 
« Armenians to teach; that there is no 
place of purgation, where the ſouls 
after this life, might be purged from 
+ the filth, which they had contracted in 
their bodies; before they could be ad- 

® mitted 1 into the eternal tabernacles,” 189 


5 of the anciefits indeed 8 
mention of a purgatory; but of a very 
diffeent kind from what the church of 
Romer now believes. | 


The Chiliaſts or eee believed, 
that the ſouls. of all mankind, were to 


remain in the 9 with their ref <ctive 


ora woe 


x wv * 

5 bodies until the day of general judge-· 
ment, after which, they were to reign a 
thouſand years on this earth with Chriſt, | 
and enjoy all the happineſs of carnal: 
Pleaſures. . The ſtate of the ſouls in the 


grave, before they rejoined their bodies, 
was what-they called. purgatory. This | 
ſect of Chriſtians were wont continually 
to pray to God, that he would be pleaſ- 
ed to haſten the day of univerſal. judge 
ment, and deliver the ſouls of the faith- 
ful from the grave,—purgatory. . Cerin- 
thus, Ebion, and Papias, a-diſciple of 
St. John the evangeliſt, were the pro- 
pagators of theſe ſentiments; which were 
revived and much followed in the fourth 
century. Origen acknowledges no pain 
after this life but purgative, and pro- 
miſes even ſalvation to wicked men And + 4 
Devils. 


= In the law of Moſes we find various 
ſacrifices and propitiations, eſtabliſhed 
for all kinds of fin and Ma even 


55 th. * | 

8 leprofy, 40 the touching of a dead 
body; yet no mention is made of che 
departed. ſouls. 1 


5 Tertullian, Ladtintius, 8 jut. 
tin the martyr, Ambroſe, pope John, 
and many more of the ancient fathers, 
believed that the ſouls of all men were 
detained in ſome place. under ground; 
and that no judgment was to be paſſed 
on them, before the end of the world; 
when all men ſhould equally be tried. 
They believed therefore, that none went 
to heaven or received the reward of their 
good actions, before the day of general 
judgment; when the bodies of the l 
_ a be ae tm corru GR” 
Adem this fanciful opinion, Prayers 
Fas the dead were firſt eſtabliſhed ; in 
onder to haſten the time of their judge- 
ment and deliverance ; and alſo, that 
thoſe ' ſouls, for whom they prayed, 
might riſe glorious with their bode to : | 
Immortal bliſs, " 


j 


. 
The liturgy of St. James, and the 
canon of the maſs, were both compiled 
according to this opinion; as evidently 
appears from the prayers in the former, 
where God is invoked, to remember all 
the faithful, that are fallen afleep in the 


ſleep of death, ſince Abel the juſt, to 


this preſent day; that he would place 
them in the land of the living. This 
Prayer alſo, found in the latter and uſed 
every day in the maſs, proves the ſame - 
thing; Libera Domine, Sc. Deliver 
O Lord, the ſouls of all the faithful de- 


parted, from the pains of hell, and the 


deep lake: deliver them from the mouth 

of the lion, that hell may not ſwallow - 

them up, and that they fall. not into * 
a 5 of darkneſs. & 55 
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of Purgatar, 


al gr Auſtin was Fey fiſt 10 
| made mention of a purgatory con- 
| formable' to- the preſent ſentiments of 
the church of Rome; but he advanced 
it only as mere conjeſture: However reſ⸗ 
peRtable the authority of St. Auſtin m 
be, we are not to admit every thing he 
ſaid; for he taught alſo, and that very 
pont wel y and with great warmth, that 
there were no Antipodes; which had 
it brought any revenue to the pope, he 
certainly would, on St. Auſtin's autho- 
rity, and his own infallibility, have ex- 
communicated Columbus, for daring to 
diſcover a new world, as then ima- 
gined, under the old. The ancients | « 
not only hoped, by praying for the 
dead, to haſten the time of their refur- 
rection; another reaſon alſo induced - - 


— 


5 246-4 


them to this practice; for, Oe: peliev- | 
ed, that all men ſhould paſs through the 


fire of the day of Judgment; not ex- 
cepting even the prophets, apoſtles, 
martyrs, or the Virgin Mary; as we 
learn from St. Ambroſe in his 20th: Ser- 

mon upon the 118th Pſalm, where he 


ſays; 1 That all men muſt paſs through, 


« the flames; though it be John the 
1 Evangeliſt, whom the Lord loved, 
- ' though | it be Peter, &c.” And Hilary 


on the ſame Pſalm ſays; “ If the Vir- 


gin which conceived God, muſt -un- 


© dergo the ſeverity of that judgment, 


„ ho is fo bold, as to defire to be 
« judged by God! 2” Origen in his third 
Homily on the 36th Pſalm, has theſe 
words; 1 think that we muſt all 
> « come to that fire; though | it were a 


Peter or a Paul, yet will he come to 
M 1 e 


. 
5 


"This purgative fire of the general - 


judgment, was ſuppoſed to -purge the 
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1 9 124 1 | 
body of the < juſt after their reſurrecti- 
on, from the droſs of humanity; and by 


it be made glorious, to enter the j Joys of 
heaven. In this ſenſe, purgatory was 


almoſt univerſally believed by the pri- 
mitive church, of the third and fourth * 


_ centuries. "This was alſo an opinion of 
St. Auſtin, as may be ſeen in the 16th 

chapter of the 21ſt book of the City of 

| God, purgatorias pænas nullas futuras opi- 


natur, niſi ante illud ultimum tremendum- 


or r 


; 11 is therein plain, that the ancients 
had no idea of the Romiſh purgatory: 
they prayed for the dead, that if they 
were in hell, or ſubject to the power of 
the devils, they might receive ſome al- 


5 leviation from their torments, by ſuppli- 
cations addreſſed to God in their behalf ; 


or if they repoſed in the ſleep of peace, 


and in God's favour, that they might 
| 15 through the fire of alten with- 


'J 


. 


tr 1 


out muck hurt; or finally, in order to 


haften the univerſal diſſolution of things, . 


Tertullian in he 48t th chapter 00 his 


Apologetick, ſhews this matter in a clear | 


S The ſoul,” ſays he, © can- 
not ſuffer any thing without a ſolid 
matter, that is without the fleſh.” 
Gregory o Niſſa is of the ſame opinion. 


In his 3d oration of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, he affirms; —** That fire can ne- 


&« ver nigh the ſeparated ſoul, neither 
44 can darkneſs be troubleſome to her, 
C ſeeing that ſhe wanteth eyes: by theſe 


« probable reaſons, we are moved to 


8 believe the re urre con of the a — 


St. Auſin . in 1 2 3 2d for : 


mon, that-there is no third place; 
Let no man deceive himſelf, brethren, 
40 for there are two places, and a third 
« there is not: he that will not reign 


« with Chriſt, ſhall without doubt, pe- 


10 * riſh with the Devil. Nemo ſe. decipiat, 
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“ fratres, 


> [ 136 I. 
cæ fratres, duo enim boca ſunt & tertins wh. 
$ eſt ullus. WM cum Chriſto regnare not 
te meruerit, cum Diabolo abſque dubitatione br 
& ulla peribit. » St. Ambroſe alſo in his 
bock of penitence, chapter the 17th. lays; 
— The foul without the body, and the 
* body without the ſoul, cannot be par- 
« takers of puniſhment, or reward.” Ar- 
nobius in his ſecond book, ſpeaking of 
the ſoul, when ſeparated from the body; 
ſuſtains the ſame doctrine; “ Quis 
non videt, quod fit immortale, quod fit 
« fimplex, & nullum Poſſe dolorem admit- 
« jeje?” & who ſees not, that the ſoul is 
immortal, becauſe it is ſimple, and 
ON therefore c: can ſuffer” no pain? wy 
The maſs was angel before the 

belief of purgatory took place; and for 
that reaſon, though it is now continu- 
ally offered and applied, as they call it, 
for the deliverance of ſouls, ſuppoſed to 

be detained in that place of temporary 
puniſhment and purgation; yet there is 

„„ 9 0 not 


5 4 137 1 
not in the whole mals, ſo an as once 
mention made of purgatory. The od 
manner of remembering, and praying. 
for ſuch as were believed to be happy, 
is yet retained in that liturgy ; for exam- 
ple; Memento famulorum, famularum- 
que, Sc. Be mindful, O Lord, of thy 
ſervants, men and women, ho are gone 
before us, in the ſign of faith, and who 
ſleep i in the ſleep of peace. May we not 
therefore with the great Tertullian, ſay - 
to the pretended Catholics of Rome ?— 
* Where | is your religion, where is the 
e reſpect you owe to your fathers? you 
& have rendered yourſelves different 
from them, in your habits, in your 
“manner of living, in your morals, in 
your ſentiments, and finally in your 
very language; you continually praiſe 
« antiquity, and daily receive new 
« things: therefore as you ſeparate 
« yourſelf, as much as in your power is, 
from the praiſe-worthy inſtitutions of 
« Jour en you make . known, 
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Of Indulgences. 
Y indulgences in the primitive 
church, we are to underſtand. A re- 
miſſion | or alleviation from the ſeverity 
of eccleſiaſtical penitence; but in the 
Church of Rome, to grant indulgence, 
is to pardon and forgive the pain due to 
| ſin, both in this world, and the next, 
&c. In the primitive church, theſe par- 
dons were granted at the ſolicitation of 
ſome reſpectable C hriſtian, whoſe con- 
duct merited the eſteem of the fait - 
ful; nor was there any other merit re- 
quired, becauſe public penances were 
only inſtituted, for the due and decent 
exterior governance of the church. The 
Romiſh indulgences differ very much 
from theſe; for they are ſaid to be drawn. 
from the pope's treaſure, where he has 
locked up, the ſuperabundant merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of all the ſaints. 
The 


L uo J 


The grand Lama of Tartary tells his 
people, that he is immortal, and they 
believe him; the pope tells his people, 
that he has a box full of the merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and all the ſaints, which 
he will give them, if they be good chil- 
dren, and he is Velerdek: thus you ſee, 


the world is compoſed of: fools and 
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already remarked, it was cuſtomary, to 
impoſe very long and hard pains on 

ſuch as fell into any great ſin: they were 
excluded from the congregation of the 
Faithful in time of divine ſervice, and 
obli ged to ſtand at the church door, nay 
often to cover themſelves with ſack- 
cloth, and lie on the ground; ; nor were 
| they permitted to participate of the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. Some- 


times the ſeverity of theſe puniſh ments 


Vas leſſened at the intreaties of the peo- 
ple, and ſometimes, by recommendati- 
| 4 


1 41 3 
ons from the martyrs detained in priſon, 
written in their behalf to the- paſtors of 
their reſpective churches. . This relaxa- 
tion of their pain, was called indu lgence. 
This mode however of public penance, 
was afterwards abridged from years to 
days, in which ſtate things remained un- 
tir corruption and ignorance bore down 
all before them, and brought in their 
room pilgrimages, auricular confeſſions, 


offerings, maſſes, purgatory, and finally, 
indulgences as now eſtabliſhed by the ; 
church of earn 9 


it was not until towards the latter 
Bd of the twelfth century, that theſe 
new framed” indulgences. became in 
vogue; for Burchard, who flouriſhed in 
the beginning of the eleventh century, 
makes no mention of them; nor Gratian, 
who publiſhed his decretal towards the 


middle of the twelfth, nor Lombard, 


maſter of the ſentences. Towards the 
oF therefore of the twelfth century, 
the 
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the pope in order to raiſe money, as he 
pretended, for the ſupport of hoſpitals, 
; and to repair and ornament churches 
and bridges, ſent out a number of queſ- 
tors to collect the alms af the faithful; in 
return for which they were to give them 
indulgences for forty days, or for one 
year at moſt. Theſe indulgences were 
even then deſigned, only to free the 
penitents from ſuch pains, as they 
vs by the canons, conde 


I ed to ſuf- 
All biſhops and prieſts had '/pow- 


9 at impart theſe favours on whom 
they pleaſed. Soon after this firſt in- 


novation, the. pope was fo. fortunate as 


to find a new treaſure at Rome; which 
enabled him, not only to diſpenſe with 
temporal and ecclefiaſtic pains; but 
even ſins, the diſpenſation of which 
were before reſerved for God. This 
was undoubtedly a moſt happy diſcb- 
very for him, and attended with all the 


acceſs imaginable; a flow of money 
* the e coffers; and every pur- 


Hier . 


7 * FE 

Mas nebel he had ſomething for 
his money, when in fact he had no- 
thing. The pope ſoon diſcovered his 
miſtake, that if all Litas and prieſts 
enjoyed the ſame privileges with: him, 
the emoluments of his new. diſcovery, 
muſt inſenſibly fall to them; he there- 
fore limited their power to forty days, 
or 2 year at moſt; and reſerved for 
himſelf an zunlimited power, of allot- 
ting what number he pleaſed, to mil- 
lions of ſouls: and for: aged: of ages, 
Plenary or for ever. 


Pope Boniface, of whom the hiſto- 
rians of his time fay, that as he en- 


tered the popedom a fox, ſo he lived in 


it a wolf or lion, and died like a dogs 
was the firſt who eſtabliſhed a ju- 
| bilee of one year, which ſhould return 


every hundred years. This firſt jubilee, 


was celebrated at Rome in the year of 
: Chriſt 1400. During this year all theſe 
eee were laid open and free for 
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_wery. one who pleaſed to viſit certain 
"churches in Rome; by which all the fins 
of the moſt profligate life might be 
wiped clean away at one maſter ftroke. 


The term of ofie hundred years was after- 


Wards changed by Clement the ſixth to 


fifty. Paul the ſecond, Who was fiir- 


priſed in adultery and ſtrangled, and 


Sixtus the fourth, who founded the bawdy- 


ouſes in Rome, and [ett them at a year- 
1y rent, changed the number of fifty 


years to twenty five, and granted like 


privileges to . other * beſidos 


Rome. 


| Les! the tenth cauſed an extraordina- 
ry Jubilee to be preached ten years be. 


fore the fixed time, willing to make as 


much as he could of the Mammon of 5 


iniquity, while he lived. He named one 


Tecil, a dominican, friar to preach and 
diſtribute theſe treaſures in Germany, | 


whoſe impudence and impiety carried · 
nim e even ſo hag as to ſay ; That for 
8 E 25 ten- pence, 


i 81} 
> erben, he would deliver a ſoul out of 


. purgatory; and that the e 

*. which he ſold, would effectually ab- 

* * ſolve both from the fault, and eu 
ment due to Un, let the crime be ne- 


4 ver fo enormous; were it even a 


4 rape committed on the n, 

3 An 10 ann "ty + 

The Elk Wy uſe 4 in granting 
adde des, is not leſs extraordinary, 
than the indulgences themſelves. A 
ſpecimen of which you may ſee in the 
un ee exam N mn er 
- comic. 1 110 


nf the indulgenoes of ae 3 4 St. 
Fach. tit is aid; that every day of 
the manth of Auguſt, until the nativity 
of the Virgin Mary, eight hundred, 
| three ſcore thouſand two hundred, three 
. ſcore and two years, and a hundred days 
_ indulgence, and the remiffion of a third 
part of &ns, are granted in * 
churches. 6 $2 | 


=, 


— 


| in -his rige Unigenitus That 
 indulgences were taken: out of the trea- 


- fare. of the church accumulated from 
dhe ſuperabundant merits of 'the'faints , 
ite - difpe ſation” of this-trea- 
2 fure, Was e only to him and 


nis ſucceſſors; — that the merits of the 


bleſſed mother of God, and all the ſaints, 
and elect, from the firſt to the laſt, 
ſerved to repleniſh this treafure; 


and finally, — that there Was no danger 
of its being ever conſumed or exhauſted. 
The ſumma angelica Clavaſii Tit. indul- 


gentia. n. q. contradicts the pope in this 
laſt aſſertion, for he ſays; — Since the 
e merits of the Saints are ſuperubun- 
dantly recompenſed by Gail, hey are 
therefore exhauſted; 'conſquetitly: all 


indulgences muſt. be given from the 


of Mayran in his treatiſe of indulgences, 

is of a contrary opinion, and ſuſtains;— 
ddt the merits of n. do not 
enter 


Ks. 


them merits « f r Chriſt; nor ens 
kits of the ſaints enter in it, che whole 
ſtock must be accumulated from and 
by the pope's private oxconomy. +: St. 
Francis of Afſifium, in a confabulation 
which he had with Jeſus Chriſt, as it is 
related in the chronicles of che Franciſ-· 
can order, requeſted of our Saviour; 
that he would grant plenary indulgen- 
uch as ſhould viſit his little church of 1111 
St. Mary of angels in Aſſiſium; Whick \W 
Jeſus Chriſt very readily granted him, 1 
on condition only, that he would go 
and inform pope Honorius his vicar, of 
his abſolute command; and that he 
would grant him a bull to that purpoſe. 
This fable obtained the bull from Ho- 
norius, and the anne ſtands "Ro 
to bern N | i 
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Meas doors of the 5 rch of 


Rome, are of opinion and confeſs; that | 1 
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e "Tays5 Tf: we could have ſome aſ- 
-< ſurance of the origin of indulgences, 
it would ai id us to diſcover the truth; 


A < Greek or Latin, give us the leaſt 
% Knowledge concerning them.” Con- 

ſider the teſtimony of a divine of the 
church of Rome. 

by: in Diſput. 30. ſec. 2. that the: ufe of in- 


3s 7 N . 
at ] 2 9 * * 3 "AGF * 
* 1 75 * . n 
8 CES IST er jclen 24 4 . « F * 
— * 
— * a 
34 a 8 
1 7 > 
* . 
FRY 
& - ' 
' 
* * > F * . þ 3 2 — - 8 8 
, 7 ” ix 
> i * * 7 8 
* 
* * wy 8 
4, — 1 ah ö X 1 8 1 
2 S' 4 * - yo _ * * — 
* — %. » S . ” „ 8 
* > - * oy — 1 * J ” 
Ly 
/ - $ + 
Wh. 20 * ** . * 2 — 2 1 _ 
93 . 7 & 1 $2 7 a. O's p 4 * 3 
— - . * 1 ? 4 
* 14 2 2 1 5 * 3 9 0 
ads ad Rag . wt 4 3 A 
f * n 3 "oy 
1 x * - * 4 1 . 
; 4 : 17 Pp 7 * * n r 
* © 3 as.) 
© 4» N — . « N 
— ” * * F #46 « # "a +. 7 
- * 
— 
— , 272 
* 4 
| 2 
+ . 4 
5 : 4 , * 3 i 
7 — ” LO bo B44 abs bug * 
5 
1 4 1 
ö 4 | 1 * — 8 — 
£ 2 „ ; If Sy * * # * 
* * * 4 4 2 7 £ 
- 44s * * * jp 
x — — 
1 — 1 1 a Fe 1 
4 82 * 
« 1 
827 - F 2 
* E * ”Y * 4 
rl 
. 2 
* F-- 8 
on «7 
* 2 
% 
o - 
1 I = - — ' ö 
5 4 4 
* « 7 + * + 7 4 - 45 ; 
* 2 1 e N * > * 30 2 % * - 
> * * a - = 4 oY 
* br * * 1 8. * * A 
* 4 = j * a G . e 
„ , — 4 1 * 5 * i * 8 \ * : 5 : ar ? 
4 = I 14 * = I * 0 - 
e _ 1 * 2 * 
* . 
: 
7 0 * 
_ Fg 
. 


'E but no Kacke writings, no written 
p48 authority of ancient doors, either 
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| HE Pope” 8 infallibility 4 pre- 
,” eminence over all Chriſtians, is 


| an article of the Roman faith too welt 7 


known; therefore, 1 need not here ad- 


vance any proofs of its exiſtence. All 
Roman Catholics are bound firmly to be- | 


lieve that this power is reſident in the 
Roman pontiff while teaching from the 
chair, that is, propoſing new articles of 


faith: though were the abſurdities which 


conſequently muſt flow from ſuch a 
doctrine, but cautiouſly confidered, no 


reaſonable man would admit it. Shall a 


man be believed incapable. of error on 


certain occaſions, only becauſe, what he | | 
pleaſes” 0 propoſe in that manner, 
muſt be believed by all thoſe of his 


union, and that by virtue of me- 
damnation? Might mx not the very 
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doctrines which were this > ates if 
hazarded by him, only as His private 
opinion, procure him the title of here- 
tick from his ſucceſſor? Does an abſo- 
lute power give ſenſe to a man, if he 
had none before, or does it make that 


right, which is of its nature wrong? ; 


Thus you ſee, the whole myſtery of. 
the pope's infallibility conſiſts in this 
one point; Whatever he delivers as: 
an article of faith, whether right or 
wrong, muſt be believed and never 


more by him or any of his ſucceſſors 
revoked in doubt. How deplorable. is 


the folly. of men, who permit them 
ſelves thus groſsly to be deceived: to 
ſtand alert, and at a call to believe any 


ching A man like. themſelves, a veſſel of 


frailty and corruption n ſhall, thi 


per to imagine, Nod offer as a ſubje& 

of their belief. If common. Ken and 

reaſon, had deſerted all mafikind, the 

Vatican, thunderer alone excepted, then 
would, this doctrine, but not. till ther 

| Rand irreproachable. 4. . 
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The apoſtles were: certainly all equal, 
Jeſus-Cluiſt- made them all miniſters 6f5 
his goſpel; he gave them all the (ame; 
| yp Go: teachiall.na»2 


tions, baptizing them, in the name of 


the Father, Son and Hoh Ghoſt: which 
order afterwards, they always followed : 


and EXE ly obſerved; ving in per- | 
letzt equality, as is plain from the R 


o&the) Apoſtles, where no mark of ſu- 


periority is to be found St. Paul With- 


ſtood Peter to his face and reproved 
him, becauſe he was reprehenſible ;— 

that is, he was not infallible; yet we 
do not think St. Peter was ſubject to 
him for that, much leſs, was he C ubject 
to St. Peter. Since by virtue of their 
miſſion, the apoſtles had no pretenſions 
to the prelacy of particular places, for 


no ſuch diſtinction was made, their power 


was equally alike over all mankind; 
whereſoever they preached, there was 
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Paul was at Rome, vet he was not 
| biſhop of it, and St. Peter was never 


yet ignorance made him biſhop | 
fie. But let us even ſuppoſe, he was 


of Rome, and that he was alſo 
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* rinthians, Ebionites an Nicolaites; 
yt it does, not appear, ef the biſhop . 

of Rome, if then Tuch a being exiſte ed, 
condemned. them, which he certai inly 
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et find an account in abt elch book 
Fw Ruſebius, of the firſt act by which 
the*biſhop of Rome affected ſuprem 
— 1 TOY fe och 8 between the 
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8 Alen and SE WIR concern- 
ing the celebration of Eaſter, for part 
of the eaſtern church celebrated that 
festival on the T4th. day of the mom 
of March; While the -weſtern, and a 
mall part of tlie eaſtern church held 
-the ſame on Sunday. Victor biſhop of 

Rome took an active part in this affair, 
and endeavoured to reconcile all Parties 
in an amicable manner but he was op- 
poſed in this undertaking by Polycrates 

| -biſhop of Epheſus; who ſpoke to him 
in this manner ;——*T then brethren, 
ho have lived ſixty years in the 

a „Lord, who have conferted about the 

-$: „faith, with many brethren, ſcattered 

* oyer all the earth; wha have peruſed 

46 all the holy ſcriptures; am not trou- 

4 bled with4hat which is objected unto 
7 « us, to fright us; for our anceſtors 

78 hat has > maſt . 


55 nit 5 So "es undertake, in a 
frenzy excommun ated all the 


eaſtern 


— — 


A — 1 * 7 — = 
Av pt wry tos „ 
D 
: 


85, 


4 
4 . — 
Sy 3 2 
— r — 2 
— — * 1 


p —— = 


hd » 
— — 


py 
* 


— 

1 r * : 
n 
MX! 


. 


. 


—— 
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peace, union, pars chatity: with his 
ne This act of violence did 
not make Victor appear great in the 
eyes of the world, for in thoſe days, to 
excommunicate another, was no mark 


of ſuperior power, as we find by various . 
| examples, ſome of which Þ will here 
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6 biſhop of Poitiers, excommunicated Is 
| 20f Rome: Menas patriarch 
| ' excommunicated 
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the, name of Felix biſhop | 
We Tunis, in his chronicleswritten 


549 flags, that the b 


Styled à uniye 
elevation eg AAR: Of 3 
< chriſt ; becauſe, that ſwoln with vain 


with all the prieſts of Africa, declared 
in the name of that council; “ It 
„remains, that each of us ſhould give 
« mas; ſentiment upon this Me LON. 
uk Aon was! c r 
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of thi occur opepr.in the a the 
any ays.of Ciniftianity..;Pope: O- 
Soryt firſt diſowns this power in the 
3 ech er ber ſixth book to Mauritius, 
in dernen Lit Bold and . 
& himſelk, or deſies that he ſhould "uy 


< pride, he puts himſelf above others.“ 


3 ompoſed of 57 b — together i 
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none of een eber 
$ biſhops ;-nor.to oonſtrain his brethren 
5 -by 2 tjxannical: terror tu the neceſlief, 
| d. ith nd judgment, according to 
. 4 power, not ables be judged: by _ 
other; ee he-hbt udge 


„Lord Jeſus Chriſt; WhO Alnhe 
60 power to eſtabliſn us, in the govern- * 
Aient of the church; and te Judge 8 
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The following popes have df m: 
wa themſelves; and left an 1 illuftr 
example to poſterity of that virtue and 
| mfallibility, which might fill the papal 
; throne;' and ſanctify actions which N 
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eln de tb doubted tis bacon 
tality of the ſoul, and John the 19th, 
and gy the bath were proved: to 


ſed the 0 for 1800 bores 
Tonrnois from Bennet the ninth, Sib 
veſter the ſecond was a magician. ' Gre- 
gory the ſeventh had Braazutus a. jor 
infamous magician for his favqurite; by 
whoſe aſſiſtance he N Clement 


+ 


' - . # 4 £ 4 * we 0 
Cage. 7 ; 0 

5 „ a o , "= . 3 9 * & +, : / 7 21 

; : < A . ; p > ; 0 a 0 » 

F 

5 - ” * | ; 
; 1 , : * 
# 7 "7 1 y - 0 . 
* 


54 * 


* 
++ 4. 
” 


1 hiſtory of pope Joa — i of i 


number of thoſe fats, which the 

church of Rome has thought itſelf inte- 

reſted, ſince the reformation, to deny, as 

hurtful to its infallibility. Before Lu- 

| ther's time, none denied it, and even 

few called in doubt any of 1 its concami- 
tant circumſtances. e 
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Public monuments were raiſed i in 


of which, was a ſtatue erected in the 
yo place where ſhe was delivered; 
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memory of this uncommon event: one 
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Leo the Hund nnd Brnnckthe third: it 
ſubſiſted to the days of Clement the. | 
_ Eglith; when at the reiterated es 
| of Baronius, permiſſion was obtained to 
have it deſtreyed; which however was 
| not done; for. it yas Fon ane to the 


t Wer WEN can De Wg TY 
a event, than that Which is taken 
rom pu blie” monuments? * Will not 
le Oh ok ered at the Boyn, be an 
inci teſtable Proof 4: thouſ: and Yeats” to 
core. if permitted ts ftand ſo long, of 
a a glorious victory galned there by the 
ortal King William and his army? 
bn the obeliſk at the Boyn, was de- 
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figned to perpetuate. the memory of a 
Wadi ali on, the N of every rid. . 
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ing generation; while the ſtatues 


ed to pope. Joan, were (though 1 ink, 
wrongfully). conſidered as monuments of: 


infamy, ſha to the very 
who erected them; the — of- 
the latter, muſt therefi 


of vaſtly-preater authority; than te for- 
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This famous Pee mounte 
ef Rome after Lev. the fourth, 


verned the church for two yes tas firs | 
months. She was a native of Mayence . 
and of German origin, but born in | 


England. She diſguiſed her 
went with one of her lovers, a 
to Athens. She there ap 


3 great ſucceſs: from thence: ſhe went 


to Rome, where ſhe acquired fuch fame 
by teaching the Belles Lettres, that after 


the death of Leo the fourth; he as 
elected to the popedom. She had the 


misfortune afterwards to let herſelf be 
eee; one of her-ſervants; L 
18} | | by 1 
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_ mony to the church of St. Jen of 

her labour tock her nedt nedt Colle, 
and ſue was there delivered! She died 
y after her delivery, and was 
| buried dect Nan,” There was a 
| ent erected, as I:remarked be- 
| fore, on the ſpot where this happened, 
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twen ty ſecond and twenty-third. | | 
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this fact without any prelude, as a thing 
known to all the world, and of Whieh 
no one doubted. Martinus Palonus the 


hiftorian,. WhO lived in the thirtsenth 


Century, fecretary to pope Nicholas the 
8 third, biſhop of Coſence, and afterw: ids 

*arch-biſhop « of Gneſna in Poland, relates 
the circu imſtances of this hiſtory at large 


Pope John the twentieth. believed, it, 


ſince he 


the twenty⸗firſt, as did alſo ln Uk 


aſſumed the name of John 


| John, Hus in in council of Conftapeo 


cited pope Joan, who, let herſelf he got ; 
vith-chilg, . as an exan 
5 that t the church of Rome was often pol- | 
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the anGept hiſtories ; 4 and even the e ex- 


püigatory index ordered, 32 it wen 
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"Up, which a ter 515 uncls; a dechfne : A 
alſo of the church 7 7 Rome. The 
pope who will have them en joy this pri- | 


vilege, has with ſubtle prudence provid- i 


ed againſt any ſurpriſe, by inſerting the 


following clauſe, that unleſs lie himſelf 
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Preſides over them and confirms their g 
decrees, . they may not pretend to it: 
_ this appears therefore, to be nothing 
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_ be inherent in a crowd of men, 
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10 uch of Rome, and which fo for = 
ſurpaſs the-capacity: of of any man, who is 

'only a mere reaſonable being. A man indeed, 
whoſe portion, of common ſenſe, has not 
been by prejudice totally depraved or 
effaced, would, when told of this great. 
*paradox, reaſon in this manner; I ever 


thought, that to augment the ſpecies, 


8 could not alter the kind, or cauſe their 


united knowledge, to to ſurpaſs what one 
of them migfit be capable of compaſſing. 
All the animals of the brute creation are 
not able to diſcover the properties-of a 
triangle; becauſe it is beyond the circle 
of a brute's capacity ; z for the ſame reaſon 
al mankind are not capable to judge 
without ſuf picion of error, where ev iderice 
is not found; becauſe, infallibility 1 is be- 
' yond the circle of human reaſon; and 
conſequently, whether one, or all, e 

0 reten aſion is the ſame, - 
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e author iy and decifiors's of be. 


I their Congreſs s free, and the members . 


at 


5 (167 B 
3 full e openly to declare weit 
| ſentiments; _ becauſe, / then a candid en- 


quiry may be expected; but after all, 2 
their decrees weigh only 73 degree. of 


probability; nor are they at any time 
to be thought « of more worth. 485 


— Toby | and — 
alone guide, and dictate all deciſions con- 


_ cerning region, and-what i is not 


formable to them, may very juſtly be 


ſuſpected. If a council, for example, 
ſhould deci 
born as other women, in een ſin, I 
would freely believe, them & + 
fuck A. ſentiment is reaſonable and ac- 
cording to ſeripture; but ſhould they de- 
chere, that ſhe was conceived and born 
dee from all Rain of: ho guilt, as 


" AO „ On 


8 7968 Har ee e Kirk, thus | 


it is more probable, that a company of 
men might be miſtaken, than that God 
| ſhould ext 
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e, that the Virgin Mary was 


beeauſe | 


TN npt any: perſon from an uni- 4 
wel, ow; jane LIN becauſe. 4 is 
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0, was con- 
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neg in 1 


op ty by law, they have liberty! 
irreparabl to diſpoſe: of themſelves; to 
1 the world, before they know it, 
to vow perpetual chaſtity, before they 
2 be acquainted with what paſſion is, or 
Whether their temperament will be 
| adequate to the attempt. Thus far, 


Foe 


even reaſon reprobates a doctrine, „ 
ſtructive to mankind in general, and 
cruel to the ru IG: of, 3 


ranny; but re Reg 
5 ſurer, \for the 


: tom of a de vows wa, po werty, obe⸗ 
dience and chaſtity, is only a meer imi= 


ö tation of n the Heathen nun and 75 


friars were 


— by * 
by : 
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| from a: falſe. principle, eb con” y 


n of virtue, adopted 'by the Hea- 


a then philoſophers.-. There is mo 8 
new under m, a. mitation: even . 
WES Dominic: e not invent ir Begday 15 
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NR to ſhun the cru- 
elty of tyrants and perſecution, fled to 


er of their 
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he rn 4 60 tell chem Sun the Mato- 


wetans, and at his return, introduced | 


Ade 0 page's la: art 3 


. n dhe primitive. back nuns 955 
rs were beings utterly untnoun; 


the remoteſt deſerts, and there led a ſo- 
| tary: life, but in their retreat, acknow= 
ledged no if ſuperior but God alone, nor 
do we find, that they wade any raſh- 


_ promiſes. to tempt: * or 2 52 in. 
e eee, . 
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| Redluſea by WER E tht vow of 
| obedience, were over intirely in the pow-! 
zperiors;; on which account, 


they were firſt! ſubject to the yoke. of 
; auricular confeſſion, then introduced as 

a monaſtic. ceremony only, and for the 
Creteiſe of what they: call, or rather miſt 
call humility. This practice being found 


an n expedient method, for monopolizing 
5 the | 


1 


L 


ö U hu 1 3 

wer of the thinking faculty ; was 5 
 ſoort advanced to the rank and 4001 y 
of a facrament, and armed with abſolute 
. power, ſent forth to fway the world, 
The precept therefore of i, elf-accuſation, 
Vs firſt concerted; in order to fatisf5 
pride, and faſpicous Jeaſdufy of a fer 
of men authoriſed by their ſation, nor 
| only to command outward reſpect, But 
even the moſt fecret difpoſitions of the 
mind; and that, purely with a defign to 
_ difcover the Hidden fources of diſſenti- 
on among thoſe, who were the ſubjectæ 
of their tyranny. - A ſociety of men, on- 
N 3 linked together by chains contrary to 
Nature's ſacred laws, could not lon 8 
ſubſiſt free of internal broils, and diſaf- 
- feQions; but by the help of this awful. 


| E inſtrument, the ſuperiors were ſoon able 


to diſcover the diſaffected to their cauſe ; 
who we may ſuppoſe were no. ſooner_ 
known, tha puniſhed. + This mode of 


_ confeſſion, i is as yet retained in all con- 


ent, and practiſed for the ſame pur- 
| 1 8 Poles ; Z 
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though not ſo 
with the ſame ſucceſs as 2 


ground of late even in cloiſters. © | 
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; vow. of Aon to- nech all 1 


708 ts, or what he may know concern- 9. 
ing e this exe do, 0 or Lf, 5 
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7 he b Hebie, pk OT Mas, „ | 
dered by the Church of Rome, e 23 
10 en e Reales and Faun, 1 

[ HE. pope or Ajit at Ws. "1200 
1 Which are all one, (for by the || 
. pope, you muſt underſtand the church; 

and by the church, the pope) has ſo- 

lemmly declared, that i it is a mortal ſin, . 
of weight ſufficient to damn a ſoul to 
all eternity, to eat a bit of meat on ſuch 
days, as they ſhall think proper to 
command for abſtinence; though evi- 
dently contradictory to the goſpel, Tea» 

? nd all ſound principles of phyſie. 


* 115 
0 The viſion which St. Peter ſaw 1 in Joppa, 115 
and the voice he heard, are formal 
* this Practice: God having fore- | 
' ſeen the perverſeneſs of human nature, 1; 
; ered this oracle, without doubt, to 
I 3 1 his 


| 3 174 8 
is apoſtle, in order, that. Fl condem 
nation of ſuch as acted contrary. to it. 
- Tight be continually written before their 
eyes.“ And he (St. Peter) became 


© very hungry and would have eaten: 


„ but while they made ready, he fell 
into a trance, and ſaw heaven opened, 
© and a certain veſſel Aan ing junte 
him, as it had been a reat ſheet, knit 
at the four corners; and it dovin-to 

the earth; a were all manner of 

< four-footed beaſts- — an! 


n of this abs.” And — aan 4 
e voice to him, riſe, Peter, kill and eat. 
But Peter ſaid, not ſo, Lord; for I have 
never eaten any thi 3g, that is common 
* or unclean. And the voice ſpake un- 
* to- him again the ſecond: time, what 


od hath-« -leanſed, that * 
common.” Afts chapter the 10t! 
bun vere the roth to verſe the 16th. | 


I 1h 13 
d ordered St. Peter in this vi- 
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A W no dbte 


0 


on to any ſort 6f. 


were not all Chriſtians compre- 
hencled in tlie ſame command? The 
of the eighth chapter of the 
Koſi epifde-of St. Paul to the Corinthinns, 
5 is a ſtrong and explicit proof, ſufficietre- 
pavince any man, that will not ſhift 

is eyes agaitoſt the light. But meat 
aendeth us not to God: for nei- 

Feuer 0 are we the better; ner 
ther if we eat not, are We the wor 
And in the tenth chapter of the. fame. 
epiſtle,: we find alſo theſe com 
words, v. 23.“ Whatever * fold- 
n e — 


meat, for all was equally. clean; ad 


— agen nyc 


£ « « the 9 — — 
6 the latter times, ſome ſhall depart from | 


48 £ the faith, aun ſeducing ſpi- 
N 4 
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* rits and « doctrines of Devils, \{peaking 
| ocriſy, having their con- 
d with a hot iron forbid- 
ding to marry, and commanding to 
25 « abſtain from meats, which God hath | 
« created to be received with thankſgiv= 
ing, of them Which believe and know | 
the tuch. For every creature of God 
«is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if 
it be received with thankſgiving :" 7 
Theſe paſſages, I think, clearly prove 
the firſt part f my aſſertion; for the 
nett, which is, char it is -corttrary 10 
ate he Jy aciples of phyſic; it * 
ough to w remark, that the deſigned 
a of all ſorts 0 


f meat, ſhould be, . 
 " avholeſsite 'nouriſhment” of the body; E 
and therefore, wfiatever is moſt falu- 
-  rivus, if it can be had, is oſt: eligi- £ 
ble; for all Kinds of meat; ate certainly | 
in themſelves, perfectly ihdifferent. No- 
thing could be deviſed more detrimen- | 
tal'to the human conftitution, than kor 
A time to be eprived of the neceſſities y 
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of le; hut {lr in 9 to repair 


7 the loks, gorge with ſuperfluity. | 
The reaſons given by the popes 125 


LY cfabliſhing lent and faſting days, are as 
inconſiftent with the end as the means is 


contrary to the dictates of religion; that 


3 abſtinence from fleſh, Was the beſt me- 


thod for ſubduing the paſſions: but even 
in this they were miſtaken; for the nur 
tritive particles of fiſh, are leſs homolo- 
gous to the human body, than fleſh; 
conſequent 7 the chyl le formed of the. 
7 ſubſtance of fiſh muſt put the humours 
in a ftate of fermentation, more detri- 
f mental to the human frame, if continu- 
ed for any time, than People are apt. to 
imagine. This | inconvenience is very 
© perceiveable i in any perſon inclined to a 
ſcorbutic complaint : but for thi is over- , 
fight, we muft pardon their infallibility ; » 


iy are com 18 N bad yn, 
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-D 5 , 0 forl bid to marry | comrary; to » Spur, 


> CCLESIASTICS are by dhe 
church of Rome forbid to 1225 
and it is even declared ſacrilege 1 in the 
Decret. de Gratian. Although the apoſ- 
tle St. Paul, in his firſt epiſtle to the Co- 
5 rinthians, chap. 9. v. 5. expreſſes him- 
ſelf in this manner; Have we not 
power to lead about a fi ſter, a wife, as 
well as the öther apoſtles, and as "the x 
4 brethren of the Lord and Cephas — | 
a Andi in the firſt to Timothy, chap. 4.9.2, 
HA biſhop then muſt be blameleſs ; 
e the huſband of one wife, vigilant, 
E ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſ= _ 
E pitality, apt to teach; And in the 
ſame chapter, v. 12. Let the dea- 
3 cons be the huſbands of one wife, rul- 
ding their children and their own houſes 5 
« = _ v9 + 
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e yell.” Is it not therefore aſteniſh- 
in g, how blindfolded the church of 
ome muſt be, laws exactly in 
1 to che wich of God? The 
were married men, 8 
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g HE church of | e n * 95 
in her great wiſdom, contrary to 


the. __ idea of God's juſtice; the ſenſe 


5 of the goſpel, and the well-known prac- 


tice of the primitive church; that infants . 
ed to 


Who die without baptiſm, ate dat 


eternal darkneſs and miſery. What a 


3 dreadful idea does this doctrine exeite in 


our minds] let. us 
never faw the 1 


ſuppoſe a child, that 
it, tranſported from his 


| mother's womb, .to never ending, darl „„ 


neſs, and plunged in the devouring 
flames of hell. Such a line of conduct 
would certainly be contrary to the idea 
of God's juſtice; for if a a being could 


be created, and damned to eternal tor- 
ments, without the commiſſion of any... 


fault; the Being who thus damned or 


/ a OY | Permitted 


| permitted him to be damned, could cer- 
tainly be repreſented by no other idea, 
| Sn thaw of ther moſt cruel of Fexiftents 


uten unk wert are God's hits 
ble attributes, he cannot therefore, create- 
an innocent being. to damn- it. "How | 


frightful the thought! Fer be it from 
the breaſt of any reaſonable man, ever 
to cheriſh” a reflection, fo injt urious to 


Juſtice; ; that as the word aire: fleſh, | 


in order to wipe away the ſtain of origt- $ 
nal fin from mankind; a child quitting | 


the ſtage of life without any crime, went 
immediately to God, who redeemed all 
the race HE Adam, from dhe Power F 
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"the God of mercy.” The "diſciples 'of | 
Chntiſt were far from entertaining ſuch 
_ web opinions: they confided intirely, | 
l certainly in their faith, and God's 
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. conſequence; for it is. eyen piouſly er. | 
| eyed, that ſhe will not permit any of | 

| her ſervants ta be damned; though even 

| wicked men. The 1 

| ny proofs of this, Me NE eVogicy 

4 The Virgin Mary i is bald to deſcend 2 
WM once every weck into purgatory, and 

| from thence take with her, all the ſouls. 
ol her devouts, which may be found 

; chere; as appears from a book printed 

i nn this city, by the authority, and un- | 
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as the auſpices of the Carmelite Eiern 
of are and Aſh-ſtreet cha- 


It w. we are to Hake 155 pray to ſaints 5 


þ they certainly ſhould know our neceſfi- 
ties, and hear our ſupplications; biber 


to inform them, that they are requeſted 


by ſuch and ſuch mortals, to intercede 


with him, and uſe their endeavours, 
that he might hear, and grant their pe“ 


 fitions. We all know ſaints are but 
" Imited ereatures at beſt, and therefore 
have no pretenſion to omniſcience, and 
the power of being in all places at the 
fame time; which certainly would be 
requiſite, in order to give proper atten- 


tion to the petitions of their votaries, 


| diſperſed over the face of the vaſt earth; 


If for example, while St. Anthony and 


= uh en are GE taken up wih 
9 wan | 


wiſe it is but labour loſt ; for we cannot 
reaſonably expect, that God would deign 
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- Gli votaries at Rome, adds mould an 
be made to their Saintſhips at Lima in 
Peru, Acapu Ico in Mexico; theſe peti- 
tions muſt infallibly be loft for that time: 
if this is not the caſe, 11 5 are e Gods, 


The holy ſcripture) in the afach hh ff 5 
ter of Eccleſiaſtes, - verſes the fifth and 
 fixth, clearly tells us; That, the” 
departed ſaints have no more know- 
ledge, or-care of any thing | in this world; 
in the following words; “ For the 
. living know that they ſhall die; but 
< the dead know not any thing, neither 5 
* have they any more a reward, for the 
memory of them is forgotten. Alſo 
their love and their hatred, and their 
< envy is now: periſhed; neither have EE 
. they any more a portion for ever in 
* any thing, that is done under the ſan,” 
re latter part of this text muſt 135 
be falſe, or elſe, the very idea of a pur- 5 
Sato, and the efficaey of e r 
. dead, . v. 2 92 
3 VV . 
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Thus far Tproceeded to ti die de- yn 
= viations of the church of Rome from the, 
divine oracles, the ſacred precepts of ho- 
Iy writ, eſtabliſbed by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his diſciples. Although many points of 
doctrine yet remain reprehenſible, which - 
I have not examined; however what 1 
have advanced, is a think) ſufficient, to 
rouſe any man inte ere! ed therein from 
the moſt profound lethargy, and. open 47 
the eyes of his intellect, to a ſerious con- 
ſideration of the moſt important of all 1 


concerns, future happineſs. | I will here £1 0 
conclude and cloſe the courſe of my in- „ 


quiries. II have ſucceeded i in this en- 
terptize, if theſe ſpeculations ſhould _ 
prove but the means of reſcuing one ſoul 


only, from the power of darkneſs, then | 
would I conſider myſelf bleſſed with in- 
eſtimable happineſs; and for ever render 
grateful thanks to the Almighty author 
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Ma the All-powerful Tays of thy a- 
| enly grace, O divine Lord; r 
and penetrate the hearts of all thoſe, who 
read theſe lines, that they may be able 
- to comprehend thy ways, and reject er 
Tor, with all the deluding fancies of men. 
May reaſon. once more aſſume her ſove- 
reign dominion over all thy creatures, 
and hand in hand with thy divine reve- 
lations, expel far from the habitations of 
the children of light, all dreary clouds of 
dark ignorance. May: the ſweet links of = 
Chriſtian charity, again unite and ſway 
every heart in mutual love, and inflame 
| vithardentzealthe enraptured ſoul, for 
il ever 40 chant hallelujahs to-thy glorious 
82 me, eternal n of FAY . 


